
STAFF REPORT

Less than a year after
opening the first leg of a new
U.S. 641, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet
(KyTC) has scheduled a public
information meeting later
this month to update citi-

zens on the preferred alter-
nate route for the second
phase of the eventual Marion-
to-Eddyville highway.

The meeting to share a pre-
liminary preferred alternate to
widen and improve U.S. 641
through portions of Lyon and

Caldwell counties between
Fredonia and Eddyville comes
from public input provided at
five public meetings and more
than eight years of detailed
study along the corridor. 

Last summer, it was an-
nounced the meeting was to
take place in August 2018.
Since that time, the first
phase of the U.S. 641 im-
provement, a 5.2-mile super

two-lane road between Marion
and Fredonia, opened after al-
most seven years of construc-
tion. It opened to traffic in
early December 2018.

According to KyTC District
1 Chief Engineer Kyle Poat,
multiple options have been
considered for the section be-
tween Eddyville and Fredonia.

DOTIKI CLOSES, MINERS
OFFERED TRANSFERS

A Webster County coal mine
that has supported hundreds
of families over the last half-
century will close at the end of
the week.

Last week,
Oklahoma-
based Alliance
Resource Part-
ners L.P. (ARLP)
announced it would
be ceasing coal production at
the Dotiki Mine operated by its
subsidiary, Webster County
Coal LLC, in order to focus on
maximizing production at its
lower-cost mines in the Illinois
Basin. The Webster County
mine employs about 200 min-
ers, 20 or so whom are from
Crittenden County.

"Unfortunately, weak market
conditions made this action
necessary," said Joseph W.
Craft III, ARLP chairman, presi-
dent and CEO. "We are sad-
dened that production will be
ending at the Dotiki Mine,
which was opened in 1969
and is the oldest mine oper-
ated by ARLP."

After production ceases, the
operation will engage in recla-
mation of equipment and in-
frastructure for an
indeterminate time.

Heath Lovell, a Crittenden
County native and ARLP vice
president, said the company
had no further comment be-
yond Friday's press release.

However, Webster County
Judge-Executive Steve Henry
reports miners will be given
the option to keep their jobs
by transferring to other ARLP
mines.

According to the Henderson
Gleaner, Dotiki produced 2.5
million tons of coal last year.

FIELD REP FOR COMER 
AT COURTHOUSE TODAY

U.S. Rep. James Comer’s field
representative, Amelia Wilson,
will host office hours today
(Thursday) in Marion on behalf
of the congressman to help 1st
Congressional District resi-
dents with federal casework is-
sues. She will be in the fiscal
courtroom at Crittenden
County Courthouse from 11
a.m. to noon.
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STAFF REPORT

Spreading the gospel to the unreached
Matigsalug Tribe in the Philippines is the
calling Schuyler Brantley and his wife Cathy
are responding to as they prepare to enter
the mission field. 

The Brantleys and their two children,
Jeremiah, 13, and Allie, 11, are reaching out
to friends and area churches
for support as they plan to re-
turn to the southern Philip-
pines island of Mindanao.

“At the end of April, we went
to the Philippines as an entire
family, and we will be the first
full-time missionaries there in
over 20 years,” Brantley said.
“They have had those who have gone for a
year or two, but there has not been a Chris-
tian presence full-time.”

He and Cathy, a nurse at Crittenden
Community Hospital in Marion, have felt
God leading them toward the mission field
for a couple of years, but it wasn’t until April
when the Brantleys visited Mindanao that
he knew that was where he would be taking

STAFF REPORT

Nurturing the spiritual needs of
the people in rural San Miguel, El
Salvador, was the mis-
sion for Maria Dossett
and a handful of other
college students.

Dossett was the lone
Kentuckian traveling
with FOCUS (Fellow-
ship of Catholic Univer-
sity Students), which
works to share the gospel across the
world through discipleship and

friendship with full-time missionar-
ies. She is a member of St. William
Catholic Church in Marion, where
she met Emily Bruns as a youth.

This summer’s trip to the Central
American nation was the first for
Dossett, who grew up in Marion and
is now a senior at Northern Ken-
tucky University (NKU). Bruns, a fel-
low Crittenden County graduate, is a
FOCUS missionary and encouraged
Dossett to participate in a summer
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By CHRIS EVANS
PRESS PUBLISHER

Kenneth Croft was 19
and Larene Waters was 16
when they got married.

As children, they never
knew one another despite
growing up only a few miles
apart.

Next Tuesday, they will
have spent 70 years together
and will celebrate the an-
niversary in a private gath-
ering with family.

Larene went through
sixth grade at the Threlkeld
School just down the road
from her home on what is
now Mitchell Road near

Burna in Livingston County.
When she was 14, Larene
dropped out of school and
started working as a nanny,
staying with young mothers

and helping tend to chil-
dren.

Kenneth went to Pleasant
Grove School through the
eighth grade. He was raised
on a farm in the edge of Crit-
tenden County just a few
miles north of Salem. As a
teen growing up during the
Great Depression, he did
farm work all day for his
grandfather and made
nearly nothing. It was hard
work.

“Chopping out corn and
replanting corn for 25 cents
a day,” he said with an em-
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Kenneth and Larene Croft of rural Crittenden County are just days shy of their 70th wedding
anniversary on Tuesday. The couple married just more than a month after their first meeting.

Public meeting on second leg of
highway offers look at proposal

See MARRIAGE/Page 6

See video online 
at our website and
YouTube Channel

Crofts stand test of time ...
70 years Tuesday to be exact

Back 2 SchoolBack 2 School

K-garten
adds 6th
teacher
By DARYL K. TABOR
PRESS EDITOR

Kentucky’s teacher short-
age is making it difficult for
Crittenden County Schools
to fill all of its openings,
even after the start of the
2019-20 academic year. But
finding an eager teacher to
head the late addition of an
unprecedented sixth kinder-
garten classroom was little
problem.

The school district began
a new year Wednesday ab-
sent a second agriculture

Berry Ky.
Postmaster
of the Year
STAFF REPORT

Salem Postmaster Paula
Berry was recently recog-
nized as the 2019 Kentucky
Postmaster of the Year.

Presented at
the United
Pos tmaste rs
and Managers
of America Or-
gan i za t i on ’ s
K e n t u c k y
Chapter State
Convention in
Lexington, the

award is voted on by the
Kentucky Chapter’s mem-
bers. Berry was not aware
she had been selected to win
the honor until the grand
banquet on the last night of
the state convention.

“I’m flabbergasted,” Berry
said. “I'm honored beyond
belief.”

Much of Berry's family at-

See BERRY/Page 2

Lasting bond

PUBLIC MEETINGS

- Crittenden Fiscal Court
will meet at 8:30 a.m. today
(Thursday) at the courthouse.

- Marion City Council will
meet at 5 p.m. Monday at city
hall.

- Marion Tourism Commis-
sion will meet at 4 p.m. Tues-
day at the Marion Welcome
Center.

- Marion City Council will
hold a public hearing at 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 29 at city hall to
hear comments regarding pro-
posed 2019 property tax rates.
The council is proposing a
23.0-cent levy per $100 of ass-
esment, down from 24.3 cents
in 2018.

Berry

See SCHOOL/Page 2
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LETTERS

Jenkins 
remembered
by pal from
childhood 
To the editor:

On behalf of
Cerulean, Ky., friends
and the Curelean Bap-
tist Church, we send ex-
pressions of sympathy to
those who survive
Robert Marshall Jenk-
ins, 90, of Marion.

He was a boyhood
friend as we grew up to-
gether in the 1930s and
1940s in Cerulean, be-
fore he moved to Marion.
Robert Marshall, or
"Jenks" as we called
him, was the envy of us
all. He was good in
sports and even had his
own basketball court. He
had many pets, includ-
ing an Irish setter
named "Sleepy Lagoon"
that did tricks.

But most of all, he
was the only boy who
had a pony and buggy.

We experienced many
adventures as we rode
throughout the country-
side searching for animal
bones to grind up for
"bonemeal."

His father was an
electrician for Cerulean
Stone Co., and my dad
worked for the Illinois
Central Railroad. He and
his family moved back to
Marion, and he played
high school football for
the Marion Blue Terrors
in 1946.

We lost contact after
graduation, as he went
into the Army and
served in Korea, and I
joined the Navy. He com-
pleted his education at
UK and Auburn, and
had a career with the
USDA before retiring. My
career was in radio
broadcasting elsewhere,
but we remained friends
and would see each
other at the occasional
reunions.

Robert Marshall Jenk-
ins was blessed with a
life well lived, and we
will always remember

him. Our prayers of
comfort go to all who
knew him.

Willie Wilson
Cadiz, Ky.

(Editor’s note: Robert
Marshall Jenkins died
July 14, 2019.)

Beer labels
part of fond
memories
from Marion
To the editor:

We have been follow-
ing all of The Crittenden
Press news on alcoholic
beverages coming to Mar-
ion. 

My late father, Rankin
Terry, told a story about
Marion's last wet period
and his uncle, Wathen N.
"Pete" Rankin, my grand-
mother Sadie's brother.
They all grew up on the
Cotton Patch ridge. We
all called him Uncle Wa-
then in spite of his going
to California where some-

how he acquired "Pete."
Uncle Wathen was a big
man, over 6 feet tall,
quite large around the
middle and a character. 

On July 26, 2018,
Brenda Underdown in
"Forgotten Passages,"
printed an ad dated 1934
(inset, courtesy of Under-
down) for the Curve Inn
Lunch Room. I believe

that this was Uncle Wa-
then's establishment. No-
tice that the ad says that
six brands of bottled beer
were available. 

My father, who worked
for his uncle from time to
time when he was home
from UK on vacations or
to earn enough to afford
to go back, told of one of
Wathen's merchandising

techniques. The bottled
beer cooler was an insu-
lated water bath cooled
by placing a block of ice
at one end. It did not
take long for the labels to
become soaked and
loosen so that they would
easily slide around and
off. If an empty was
brought back (there may
have been a deposit) Wa-
then would soak the
label off. Thus, he always
had an inventory of la-
bels greater than his in-
ventory of beer. 

The removed labels
were orderly arranged in
the bottom of the cooler.
When someone came in
and say wanted a Bud-
weiser he would reach
down into the cooler and
apply a Budweiser label
to the handiest or least
costly bottle!

My father confessed
that he, too, became
quite adept at this!

I doubt that we will
see this again in Critten-
den County.

T. Rankin Terry Jr.
Fort Myers, Fla.

instructor and a Spanish
teacher, both at the high
school. Until the roles can
be filled, according to Su-
perintendent of Schools
Vince Clark, second-year
ag teacher Jessica Aber-
crombie will handle ag du-
ties. Meantime, the foreign
language will be offered
through the digital class-
room, with a facilitator
overseeing the course until
the right hire can be
found. 

“You want to make sure
you hire teachers because
they’re right for the kids,
not just because they are
certified,” Clark said,
adding that the need for a
Spanish teacher arose
after someone selected for
the position then opted to
accept a job at another
school district.

Finding the right per-
son to head a first-time
sixth kindergarten class at
Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School was easy,
however. Julie Tinsley, a
1997 alumna of Critten-
den County High School,
was hired last week to take
the additional classroom
to serve what was 132 stu-
dents at press time and
likely to grow.

The average enrollment
per grade level in Critten-
den County is roughly 105
students, Clark said. The
current class of kinder-
gartners was large to begin
with, but nine students
from last year will be re-
peating the grade.

“They’re just not at the
level they need to be at,”
the superintendent said.

The current class of
eighth-graders is even
larger than their young
counterparts with just
under 140 students. While
that large class has cre-
ated some crowding issues
along the way, Clark said
the recommended maxi-
mum class size of 31 stu-
dents at the middle school
level does not create the
need for new teachers like
it does with kindergarten,
where the recommenda-
tion is for 24 students or
fewer per class. Right now,

the average kindergarten
class at CCES is 22 stu-
dents.

“For that early child-
hood education experi-
ence, there’s a reason the
state recommends 24 per
class,” Clark said.

Law also requires each
kindergarten class to have
an instructional assistant
to accompany the teacher.

Tinsley back at home
Tinsley is no stranger to

teaching young students.
Eighteen years ago, she
began teaching at Lyon
County Elementary
School. For the last 10
years, she has been in
Union County, teaching at
Morganfield Elementary
School and Union County
Middle School as a reading
instructor.

“The relationships I
build with my students are
key to success,” Tinsley
said. “If my kiddos know I
love them and know I am
happy to be with them
each day, then the learn-
ing will follow. Kids need to
know their teachers love

and care for them way
past the year they are in
your classroom.”

Tinsley, who lives in
Marion, earned her teach-
ing credentials at Murray
State University, graduat-
ing with a bachelor of sci-
ence in elementary
education in 2001 and
adding a master’s in read-
ing and writing in 2006.
She received her Rank 1
certification in administra-
tion in 2011.

A large number of Crit-
tenden County teachers
graduated from Murray
State like Tinsley, but
Clark said it is becoming
more and more difficult to
find teachers from Murray
and other colleges in Ken-
tucky. 

“Our need is dire,” he
said.

And it’s not just a local
problem.

As an example of the
teacher shortage in the
commonwealth, Clark said
Murray State and Western
Kentucky universities
each graduated only one
high school math teacher

last year.
“I think it’s just the

overall point we’re at in ed-
ucation,” the superintend-
ent said. “I talked to other
superintendents, and
they’ve all been looking for
Spanish, math and ag
teachers. There are just
none coming out of col-
lege.”

With 30 years in educa-
tion, all in Kentucky, Clark
said his experience has
taught him the state’s
teacher shortage is a com-
bination of things. First,
he cites a large number of
job openings across the
state in a variety of ca-
reers.

“There’s a big demand
for kids who want to work,
with a good work ethic,” he
explained. “If they have a
degree, it’s much more lu-
crative in (other careers
outside of education).”

In rural areas, he adds,
it becomes even more dif-
ficult to lure teachers. Pop-
ulation centers like
Louisville, Lexington and
northern Kentucky have
more to offer young teach-

ers than places like west-
ern Kentucky.

The current “static” be-
tween politicians in Frank-
fort and teaching is adding
to the problem, the super-
intendent points out. That
includes what he calls the
attack on pensions aimed
at resolving shortfalls in
the state’s retirement sys-
tem.

“We used to
know, there’s not
much money to
make in education,
but it’s a good retire-
ment,” he said of the
reason many teach-
ers had gotten into
the profession in the Blue-
grass State. “Teacher prep
programs at Murray and
Western are producing
half the teachers they were
five years ago.”

He adds that the men-
tal and emotional issues
found in a lot of class-
rooms is another challenge
to overcome. Teachers
today, Clark said, are
faced with teaching much
more than subjects found
in a textbook.

“They’re teaching a lot
of things we didn’t have to
worry about when I
started,” he said.

Go Teach Kentucky
To draw more high

school graduates and peo-
ple already in established
careers to the classroom,
the Kentucky Department
of Education (KDE) has
implemented Go Teach
Kentucky, a new cam-
paign and website de-
signed to recruit and
inspire the next generation
of educators.

“From 2008 to 2017,
the U.S. saw a 27 percent
decrease in completion of
education preparation
programs; in Kentucky
that decrease was 36 per-
cent. This trend is creating
a crisis,” Kentucky Educa-
tion Commissioner Wayne
Lewis said at last week’s
State Board of Education
meeting.

During the board meet-
ing, Lewis made a direct
appeal to Kentuckians to
consider teaching as a
first, second or even third
career. GoTeachKy.com
shows the many ways an

individual can take to be-
come a teacher, starting as
early as high school, with
the Educators Rising pro-
gram and Teaching and
Learning career pathway.
Undecided college stu-
dents are also a focus of
the recruitment campaign,
as well as professionals
who already have a bach-

elor’s or master’s de-
gree and trade
workers eager to
pass their knowledge
of the trades to
younger generations.  

As a part of the
Go Teach Kentucky
campaign, the KDE

is also now taking applica-
tions for the Kentucky
Academy for Equity in
Teaching renewable loan
forgiveness program. It is
designed to identify and
prepare a pool of highly ef-
fective educators to enter
the teaching profession
through financial support,
training and mentorships,
by experienced and effec-
tive educators.

Clark said Go Teach
Kentucky will be helpful
down the line by bringing
awareness to the need of
creating more teachers.
But the need locally is im-
mediate.

The superintendent
said local school districts
also have their role to play
in attracting teachers by
“rebranding” public edu-
cation.

“In a small, rural com-
munity like Crittenden
County, it is a good ca-
reer,” he said. “You can be
impactful. The retirement
is still good. The pay is
good.”

For Tinsley, she was
sold on a career in educa-
tion early on.

“I became a teacher be-
cause of the amazing
teachers I had when I at-
tended CCES,” she said.
“Ms. Phyllis Sykes was my
first grade teacher, and I
remember everything like
it was yesterday, even
down to her beautifully red
painted nails. Most impor-
tantly, I knew she loved
her job, and I knew she
loved me.”

(Editor’s note: Kentucky
Today contributed to this
story.)

SCHOOL
Continued from Page 1

Tinsley

tended the June 8 presen-
tation in Lexington, in-
cluding her husband Todd
Berry, her sons and
daughters-in-law Austin
and Kelsey Berry and
Aaron and Davana Berry
and grandchildren Rae-
lynn and Rowen Berry.
Her granddaughter Adri
Berry was unable to at-
tend.

Berry, who has worked
for the U.S. Postal Service
for 20 years, has been
Salem Postmaster since
2015 after serving three
years in that role at Han-
son. 

Nominations for Post-
master of the Year in Ken-
tucky had to come from
one of the state’s 283 ac-
tive Postmasters, accord-
ing to Berry. Humbled by
the award, she is proudest
to bring the honor back to
western Kentucky. It has
been some time since a

Postmaster from this end
of the commonwealth has
received the award, said

Berry.
“I want to put Salem on

the map,” she explained.

“This is something good
for western Kentucky.”

Aside from Postmaster,
Berry has been an officer-
in-charge, or acting Post-
master, for White Plains,
Nortonville, Sturgis, Mor-
ganfield and Madisonville.
She has also served as a
customer service supervi-
sor in Greenville.

Starting as a rural car-
rier associate in Eddyville
1999, a year later, Berry
transferred to a clerk posi-
tion at Eddyville Post Of-
fice. In 2004, she became
a clerk at the larger Padu-
cah Post Office, where she
stayed until her first ap-
pointment as Postmaster
in 2005 at Uniontown.
She served in that role
until her appointment to
head the Hanson Post Of-
fice.

Aside from her duties
as Salem Postmaster,
Berry also serves as hiring
coordinator for western
Kentucky, posting avail-
able postal positions on
the USPS website.

BERRY
Continued from Page 1

Eddie Jessie, Postmaster of Munfordville and 2018 Ken-
tucky Postmaster of the Year, presents Salem Postmas-
ter Paula Berry with the 2019 award.
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Taylor Belt, a kindergarten instructional assistant at Crittenden County Elementary
School, talks at last Thursday’s Kindergarten Kickoff to Blakely Green, one of the more
than 130 incoming kindergartners at CCES. The class is so large, an unprecidented sixth
classroom was added this month to keep the student-teacher ratio below 24-to-1.



STAFF REPORT

The Crittenden County
Grand Jury indicted seven
individuals on a variety of
charges during its regular
monthly meeting last
Thursday at the court-
house.

A grand jury does not
determine innocence or
guilt, it merely determines
whether enough evidence
exists to continue prose-
cution of a case in circuit
court.

Those indicted last
week were:

- Danielle Cayele Davis,
29, of Marion was indicted
on a single felony charge of
receiving stolen property
(under $10,000). Court
records allege that Davis
was in possession of a
1986 Mercury Grand Mar-
quis, a vehicle that had
been reported stolen on
Dec. 9 of last year. Police
records indicate that
Davis’ fingerprints were
found on items inside the
vehicle, and a witness who
lives near where the vehi-
cle was recovered later
identified Davis as the
driver when it was left at
that location.

- William Douglas
Stoltenburg, 34, of Marion
was indicted for first-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment, a Class C felony.
Court records alleged that
Stoltenburg was involved
in a domestic dispute on
June 27 when he pointed
loaded a pump shotgun in
the direction of his wife
and threatened her.

- Travis Earl Robinson,
41, of Marion was indicted
on a single charge of re-
ceiving stolen property
($10,000 or more), a Class
C felony. Court records in-
dicate that Robinson is al-
leged to have been in
possession of 2014 Toyota
Camry on June 27. The
vehicle had been reported
stolen from Louisville.
Robinson told investiga-
tors that a friend had let
him borrow the vehicle.

- Aaron Alexander Mor-
gan, 26, of Marion was in-
dicted for first-degree
possession of a controlled
substance (methampheta-
mine); possession of mari-
juana and possession of

drug paraphernalia. The
meth charge is a felony
while the other two are
misdemeanors. Court
records say Marion Asst.
Police Chief Bobby West
had gone to an address on
Conway Drive in Marion to
investigate an unrelated
matter. At the home, the
officer allegedly smelled
marijuana. Further inves-
tigation led to all of the
charges.

- Curtis Wayne Lee, 58,
of Marion was indicted on
a felony charge of first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance, third or
subsequent offense
(methamphetamine); and
misdemeanor charges of
possession of drug para-
phernalia; possession of a
controlled substance not
in its original container;
and third-degree posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance (Diazepam). Court
records indicate that Mar-
ion Police Sgt. Heath Mar-
tin was serving a warrant
against Lee when he dis-
covered alleged drugs that
led to the above charges.

- Thomas M. Jepsen,
54, of Marion was indicted

on a felony charge of sec-
ond-degree assault. Court
records say Jepsen is be-
lieved to have grabbed a
female around the neck
during an altercation July
8 at a residence on West
Elm Street. The victim suf-
fered bruising, lacerations
and a cut on her head, ac-
cording to the police re-
port. Both the suspect and
victim were taken to the
hospital for treatment of
injuries.

- Alice I. Harris, 59, of
Marion was indicted on
charges of felony theft of a
motor vehicle registration
plate or renewal decal; and
violations of having no or
expired registration plates
and no or expired registra-
tion receipt. Police believe
Harris took the license
plate from another vehicle
and put it on her 2001
Ford.

Grand Jury
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The Union County man
found asleep inside one of
the buildings at the Big
Rivers Wildlife Manage-
ment Area in northern
Crittenden County almost
three months ago has
been sentenced to five
years in prison for crimes
at the WMA and in neigh-
boring Sturgis.

Marcus Stephen
Lichtefield, 31, of Morgan-
field pleaded guilty last
Thursday in Crittenden
Circuit Court to three
criminal cases – two out of
Union County and one
from Crittenden County.
Some of the charges stem
from burglaries on May
20, which include a home
in Union County and
buildings at the Big Rivers
WMA. 

Lichtefield pleaded
guilty to all charges and
was sentenceD to five
years on each count with

his prison time running
concurrently. 

In other cases last week
before Circuit Judge Rene
Williams: 

- James Dustin Mc-
Connell, 28, of Marion ad-
mitted to violating terms of
his probation for a 2015
theft conviction, and he
pleaded guilty to a number
of other charges relating to
forgery and falsifying infor-
mation to obtain two credit
cards. He also pleaded
guilty to misdemeanor
counts of fraudulent use of
those credit cards and re-
ceiving stolen property. 

Judge Williams revoked
his probation on the 2015
conviction and ordered
McConnell to begin serv-
ing his original 10-year
sentence. She also sen-
tenced him to five years in
the new case, which will

run concurrent with the
original sentence. 

- Curtis Lee, 59, of Mar-
ion admitted to violating
terms of his probation and
waived a revocation hear-
ing. 

He was ordered to com-
plete a three-year sentence
from a 2016 conviction on
methamphetamine and
other drug charges.

- Keith M. Strickland,
25, of Marion pleaded
guilty to a felony charge of
first-degree possession of a
controlled substance
(methamphetamine) and
misdemeanor charges of
second-degree disorderly
conduct and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Ac-
cording to court records,
law enforcement on the af-
ternoon of May 18 was
called to a residence on
Ky. 70 where Strickland
was alleged to have been
under the influence of
drugs and allegedly fight-

ing with a family member.
Deputy George Foster,
who responded to the
scene, found metham-
phetamine in a plastic bag. 

Strickland was given
pretrial diversion for three
years. He was sentenced
to 20 days for disorderly
conduct, 12 months for
possession of drug para-
phernalia and three years
on the drug charge with all
time to run concurrently.

- Shallyn Stoner, 38, of
Marion pleaded guilty to
felony tampering with a
court-ordered prisoner
monitoring device. She
was sentenced to one year
in prison.

- Kursten Ann Myers,
21, of Marion, had her
probation revoked. Ac-
cording to testimony from
her parole officer, Myers
has been arrested on
charges in Madisonville
and Princeton. 

She was originally given

pretrial diversion on a
2015 conviction for receiv-
ing stolen property. That
diversion was set aside in
February for an earlier
non-compliance matter
and she was ordered to
rehab with a five-year sen-
tence looming. New crimi-
nal charges in the other
counties and failure to re-
port to her parole officer
led to the revocation.

- A probation revocation
hearing was held with re-
gard to the case of Ben-
jamin Williams, 45, of
Marion who was convicted
of felony flagrant non-sup-
port in January 2017. 

Williams was originally
sentenced to five years,
but given probation. 

A probation officer tes-
tified last week that
Williams had not been
properly reporting to his
probation officer and living
in a place other than the
one approved through his

probation. 
The probation officer

also said that Williams
had gotten into some trou-
ble in Tennessee, being
charged with misde-
meanor offenses, includ-
ing DUI. Williams told the
court that the issues were
largely due to a mix up
with a probation officer in
Louisville, which had been
given responsibility for his
case. Upon recommenda-
tion from Commonwealth
Attorney Zac Greenwell
and after reviewing details
of the alleged probation vi-
olations, Judge Williams
revoked Williams but
agreed to grant shock pro-
bation if McCracken
County’s court agrees to
probation with regard to
pending legal matters
Williams faces there. If
not, Williams will have to
complete his original sen-
tence.

Circuit Court

WMA napper sentenced in circuit court

7 indicted by Crittenden Grand Jury MPD July 2019 activity 
The figures below for Marion Police Department

from last montH compare data with July 2018 and re-
flects year-to-date totals for 2019. Traffic warnings and
criminal investigations were down significantly last
month over the seventh month of 2018. The data come
from Marion Police Chief Ray O’Neal, who compiles the
statistics monthly and submits them to The Crittenden
Press.

JULY JLUY 2019
CATEGORY 2018 2019 TOTAL

Miles driven/patrolled ..........2,487......2,730........18,376
Criminal investigations...............21 ..............8................70
Domestics ........................................11 ............13................66
Felony Arrests...................................6 ..............4 ................13
Misdemeanor arrests.....................8 ..............9 ................51
Non-criminal arrests....................12 ............12................41
DUI arrests .........................................2 ..............1 ..................4
Criminal summons served...........2 ..............2 ................10
Traffic citations ..............................18............24..............123
Traffic warnings ............................22 ............14................98
Other citations...............................26............33..............137
Parking tickets..................................0 ..............0 ..................7
Traffic accidents...............................9 ..............6................37
Security checks/alarms...............66............75 .............456
Calls for service...........................209 .........203 ..........1,270

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

Head to toe
Megan Hunt (foreground), Tiffany Brown and Casey Winstead volunteered to provide
free haircuts to youth in the Crittenden County School District Monday. A handful
of kids were on hand to receive new tennis shoes through the Happy Feet program,
and the local hairdressers provided haircuts for those who needed them.

STAFF REPORT

Monday’s USDA Na-
tional Agricultural Statis-
tics Service (NASS) August
Crop Production report
shows a potential for
record corn production in
Kentucky but reduced
soybean production. 

“Based on producer re-
ports, 2019 corn produc-
tion may reach a record
high in Kentucky, sur-
passing the 243 million
bushels grown in 2013,”
said David Knopf, director
of the NASS Eastern
Mountain Regional Office
in Kentucky. “Production
is forecast to increase 26
percent from a year ago,
most of that increase re-
sulting from an expected
22 percent rise in har-
vested acres. This first

forecast also suggests that
there is potential for a
record high yield.” 

Corn production in
Kentucky is forecast at
272 million bushels, up 26
percent from the previous
crop. A $13.32 million
crop in Crittenden County
in terms of sales, accord-
ing the 2017 Census of
Agriculture, corn yield is
estimated at 181 bushels
per acre, up 6 bushels
from the 2018 level. Acres
for harvest as grain were
estimated at 1.50 million
acres, up 270,000 acres
from 2018.

Corn is the single
biggest farm commodity in
Crittenden County, fol-
lowed by soybeans, a $9.9
million crop, per the agri-
culture census. 

Soybean production for
Kentucky is forecast at
89.6 million bushels, a de-
crease of 13 percent from
2018. Yield is estimated at
53.0 bushels per acre, up
one bushel from a year
ago. Acreage for harvest as
beans was estimated at
1.69 million acres, down
300,000 acres from the
previous year. 

Kentucky farmers ex-
pect to harvest 24.3 mil-
lion bushels of winter
wheat during 2019. The
expected crop would be up
23 percent from the previ-
ous year. Growers expect a
yield of 76.0 bushels per
acre, up 10.0 bushel from
2018 and down one
bushel from July. Farmers
expect to harvest 320,000
acres for grain. 

Ky. corn production could set record
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STAFF REPORT
For years, Crittenden County

has wished for a new court-
house.

At times, it has seemed as
though the county was on the
cusp of being approved for
funding a renovation or per-
haps a new justice center else-
where in town.

But state leaders say there is
no money for courthouses for
now, much to the chagrin of
Circuit Judge Rene Williams,
Commonwealth Attorney Zac
Greenwell, County Attorney
Rebecca Johnson and others
who have to deal with the inad-
equacies of the current court-
house. 

Last week, the courtroom on
the top floor of the courthouse
was packed to the gills. Over
180 prospective jurors were
summoned to town in order to
seat a new grand jury and cir-
cuit court jury. More than 150
showed up and quarters were
tight.

Generally, there are not that
many jurors summoned, but
with a multi-week civil case
looming, the court was plan-
ning ahead. Ironically, the
wrongful death lawsuit that
necessitated the larger-than-
normal jury pool, was settled
on the same day the jury was
called. It was a case involving
an alleged mesothelioma death
of a local man, and involved 13
defendants including Ford
Motor Company and Honeywell
International. 

The large jury pool exposed
many of the shortcomings of
the current courtroom and
courthouse. General comfort
and safety are the primary
problems when it comes to
putting that many people into

one room with only one way in
and out. Handicapped access
to the third floor is greatly lim-
ited and security can also be
an issue because there are no
permanent metal detectors at
the courthouse in Marion.

“The issue of safety is the
most compelling for me,”
Judge Williams said. “The
courtroom was filled (last
week) in excess of capacity
with potential jurors in the
normal course of court busi-
ness. With the extra chairs re-
quired, mobility within the
courtroom was very limited
and difficult for many jurors to
maneuver.”

Notwithstanding just how
uncomfortable the over-
crowded situation was, with
only one entrance/exit into the
courtroom, the judge said it
also creates a potentially dan-
gerous situation in the event of
an emergency. 

“When the panel was ex-
cused, it took of lot of time for
them to clear the courtroom in
an orderly fashion. I cannot
imagine what it would be like if
there was an emergency,” she

said.
Times have

greatly changed
since the Critten-
den County
Courthouse was
built, but it has
not kept pace
with modern con-
veniences, tech-
nology nor safety and security. 

“When this courthouse was
built in the early 60s the con-
cern was whether or not some-
one was going to miss the
spittoon and spit tobacco on
the floor,” said Johnson, who
as Crittenden County Attorney
prosecutes misdemeanor cases
in the courtroom every
Wednesday. “Now the concern
is whether the person high on
meth is going to jump the ban-
nister and charge the judge's
bench, the attorneys' tables, or
even the jury box.”

The entire courtroom isn’t
much larger than a normal
high school classroom. There
is no buffer between criminals,
victims, jurors, attorneys or
court workers. It’s simply un-
safe and there’s no remedy
under the current configura-
tion, say local leaders and
court administrators. 

“Law enforcement do all they
can to protect those in the
courtroom but the design of
the facility makes it impossi-
ble,” Johnson said.

For general purposes, there
is just one way into the court-
room, up the staircase from
the main floor of the court-
room. There is, however, a fire
escape that leads outdoors on
the west side of the court-
house.

“Those of us who work in the
system assume the risk to an

extent but the victims of
crimes should not have to be
put at risk,” Johnson added.
“It is a shame when you have
to lead a victim across the roof
of the courthouse and down
the fire escape so they can
avoid having to come in direct
contact with their alleged as-
sailant or the alleged as-
sailant's family.”

Greenwell, who prosecutes
criminal cases for the state and
is involved in the jury seating
process, says the courtroom is
not secure under normal cir-
cumstances and when there’s
a major case to be heard there,
it’s quite simply inadequate. 

“We have jury trials, but
they’re not high-profile cases
or cases where jurors in excess
of 100 people have to be
called,” Greenwell explains. 

In this instance, the judge
anticipated need-
ing a larger jury
pool because the
case might have
lasted three
weeks, Greenwell
added.

“We only have
one courtroom in
C r i t t e n d e n
County and it has
to be shared by Family Court,
District Court and Circuit
Court, both criminal and civil.
We can’t tie up a courtroom for
a two-week trial so they have to
divide that over a number of
weeks. So in an anticipation of
getting a jury that can do that,
the judge called in 180
(prospective) jurors.”

A normal jury pool might in-
clude 70 or 80 citizens. Even
then, security is an issue and
the facility is stressed to ac-
commodate them.

“The air conditioner does not
work well, and sometimes not
at all, so it is always hot and
because it is so loud, it is diffi-
cult for people to hear what is
going on,” Judge Williams said.
“This is inherently unfair to lit-
igants when folks simply can-
not hear what is going on. Also,
the system often leaks into of-
fices on the main level causing
damage to equipment and
records.”

The judge said handicapped
accessibility is also of great
concern. There is a chairlift
that can bring one person at a
time to the top level of the
courthouse, but it is often
plagued by mechanical issues.

“Even when working, only
one person at a time can use it
and it is loud and slow. When
we have a large number of
folks like we did (last week),
the logistics of providing ade-
quate access to the facilities is
a nightmare,” Judge Williams
explained.

Whether it’s financial issues,
politics or a combination of the
two, local leaders aren’t sure
why Crittenden County keeps
getting the cold shoulder when
it comes to courthouses while
other counties build extrava-
gant edifices. 

“I still do not fully under-
stand how the Crittenden
County Courthouse Project
went from being first on the list
for funding of needed projects
before the legislature last year,
to being completely removed,”
Judge Williams said. “The citi-
zens of Crittenden County de-
serve better than this type of
treatment. We are not asking
for an elaborate building, but
do deserve a facility that is safe
and accessible for all citizens.”

Judges, prosecutors lament inadequate venue
Crittenden County’s only courtroom was packed to the gills last week when a large jury pool was summoned by the court in anticipation of a lengthy civil case. Although
the case was settled out of court, the jury selection process exposed obvious weaknesses of the courthouse that judges and prosecutors already knew about, but others
saw firsthand as they struggled to find legroom.

You Be the Judge
Get a different perspective at our
You Tube Channel or website,
The-Press.com, where we’ve
posted a video of last Thursday’s
crowded confines inside the
county’s only courtroom.

Williams

Greenwell
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Our old homes and 
houses, whether they 
have been gone 
for many years, 
or they are still 
standing today, 
all have their 
stories and a 
place in our 
history.  Some 
stories and a 
lot of history 
have been lost 
over the years, 
but some that 
were in the pub-
lic more have 
been preserved 
in time by the 
articles and in-
formation about 
them that was 
published in 
our local paper, 
The Crittenden 
Press.  Many of them 
are our heritage from the 
past.  Here are two such 
homes.

---
The Park-Wilsonia 

Marion’s first perma-
nent residence was built 
in 1846, on a southeast-
ern suburb of Marion, 
the corner of a tract of 
land then owned by H. 
W. Bigham. It was east 
of the Centerville Road 
(now South Main Street) 
and fronting a lane or 
tract line division alley 
(now East Depot Street).  
The lot was situated in a 
hardwood grove, which 
covered most of that area 
at that time.  Two of these 
black oaks, which were 
good sized trees by 1846, 
escaped the axes of the 
first builders of Marion, 
only by being two of the 
several trees selected by 
H. W. Bigham as yard-
trees for this new dwell-
ing.

The home was sold to 
Robert W. Wilson in 1890. 

From the files of The 
Crittenden Press we find 
more information about 
the historical home.

July 8, 1907 – R. W. 
Wilson disposes of the 
old windmill that has for 
so long stood in his yard.  
The tall windmill and tow-
er, which has for 20 years 
stood in the yard of R. W. 
Wilson, was taken down 
Monday preparatory to 
removal to Crayneville.  
Charlie Deboe purchased 
the mill and will use it as 
power for operating lathes 
and emory wheels, etc. in 
his shop.

The windmill first stood 
on the hill at Crittenden 
Springs, but was not a 

success there and was 
moved to Mr. Wilson’s res-

idence where-
by its symme-
try, its tall and 
graceful outline 
it has pleased 
the eye of all 
passers by.  
Since deep min-
ing has been 
engaged in at 
Marion, the well 
it stood over 
has failed of its 
water supply 
and therefore 
the usefulness 
of the mill has 
been a thing 
of the past for 
some time.

May 18, 1916 
– Park-Wilsonia 
Hotel.

The Wilson home, in 
“Central park”, on the 
corner of Main and Depot 
streets, in the center of 
the city has been remod-
eled and many improve-
ments made, preparatory 
to converting same into 
the Park-Wilsonia Ho-
tel.  The building, already 
equipped with steam 
heating and water works 
including bath and com-
mode, has a lavatory on 
each floor, and is lighted 
throughout with electric-
ity.  Spacious west and 
north colonial verandas, 
office, parlor and dining 
room have been provided.

The Wilsonia is situat-
ed in a park of grand old 
oaks and stately maples 
with the tall and graceful 
Lombardys interspersed 
making it an ideal place of 
rest for the tired and dust 
begrimed traveler.

The property was the 
home of the late R. W. 
Wilson and it has been 
named the “Wilsonia,” in 
his honor by his daugh-
ter, who now owns the 
property.

August 27, 1926 – Work-
men are now engaged 
in razing the Wilsonia, a 
historic landmark that 
has stood at the corner 
of Depot and South Main 
streets since many years 
before there were such a 
thing as streets in Marion.

The house was erect-
ed 80 years ago and the 
material was of such high 
quality that the roof will 
be used on another build-
ing.  It is of tin and ap-
parently in as good con-
dition as when placed on 
the structure it protected 
from the sun and storms 
so many years.

The Wilsonia was oc-
cupied as a residence for 
many years by the late 
R. W. Wilson, a pioneer 
citizen of the county who 
during his lifetime had 
much to do with the prog-
ress of Marion and the 
county.  After Mr. Wilson’s 
death it was occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Jen-
kins and family, (R. W. 
Wilson’s daughter, Effie, 
was married to Mr. S.M. 
Jenkins) who later moved 
to the Hayward proper-
ty, now the Marion High 
School building.

Some six years ago Mr. 
Jenkins sold the property 
to J. N. Boston & Sons, 
and for a time Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted Boston made 
their home there.

The building is being 
razed to make room for a 
handsome residence that 
Ted Boston will erect.

---
When the Wilso-

nia was torn down, the 
space made room for two 
homes.  Mr. J. N. Boston 
built his home, (which is 
now owned by Mr. Gordon 
Dickey,) and the home of 
his son Mr. T. N. Cochran. 

Gone are the two state-
ly black oak trees that 

stood in the yard.  In July 
1970 one of the trees was 
destroyed by high winds 
that hit Marion.  It was 
pulled up from the roots 
and it damaged a portion 
of the Boston home when 
it fell.  The second one in 
March of 1982 had to be 
felled due to it rotting at 
the base and threaten-
ing to fall on the house.  
Some of the fancy iron 
trim work that was on 
the porch roof was saved 
and used on the two story 
white home located at 330 
West Bellville Street.

---
Crittenden Record, Dec. 

23, 1904 – E. J. Hay-
ward’s New Residence.  
Marion’s most prestigious 
home.

The new residence for 
Mr. Hayward is a type of 
colonial built of buff brick, 
white mortar and stone 
trimmings.  The roof is of 
black slate.  The cornices 
and corners are finished 
in stone effect and are suf-
ficiently large to break the 
lines of the roof in a pleas-
ing manner.  The porches 
are all of stone with stone 
steps and buttresses with 
artificial stone steps.  The 
columns on porches are 

also of solid stone.
The entrances to the 

residence are protected 
by porches giving access 
at front and sides through 
vestibules entered di-
rect into front and side 
halls.  The rear entrance 
is through a vestibule into 
the kitchen.  The entrance 
to the cellar is from the 
outside and also from the 
side hall.

The entire basement is 
excavated with artificial 
stone floors, divided into 
store room, fuel room, 
boiler room and laundry.  
The basement floors are 
drained to cess pools giv-
ing perfect drainage to the 
house and also connect to 
the servant’s toiler room 
in basement.

The main hall or recep-
tion room is 14,35 feet, 
located in the center of 
the building and forms a 
large sitting room as well 
as giving access to stairs, 
side hall, parlors, library, 
dining room and break-
fast room.

The library is on the left 
of hall as you enter and 
occupies the front part 
of the house being 15x19 
feet in the clear with con-
necting sliding doors into 
hall and reception hall.

The parlor is 15x15 on 
the opposite side of the 
reception hall, finished 
off in white with gold 
trimmings, also connect-
ed with reception hall by 
sliding doors.

The dining room is at 
the rear of reception hall 
on the left and is 17x19 
feet circular at one side, 
forming a bay window, 
connections through slid-
ing door into side hall.  
The comgination of rooms 
allow an opportunity of 
throwing the parlor, re-
ception hall, side hall, 
library and dining room 
into one large room for re-
ception purposes.

The kitchen arrange-
ments are perfected by 
having access to the main 
part of the house thorugh 
a side hall having con-
nection with dining room 
through a large butler’s 
pantry.

There are two stairs, 
one at rear of reception 
hall starting 25 feet from 
front door and extending 
up a large platform land-

ing in the open corridor 
on second floor.  The rear 
stairs start in a side hall 
and extend to attic pass-
ing up in an enclosed hall.

The second floor has 
five large bedrooms, 
bath room, linen closet 
and den and all can be 
reached directly from the 
large corridor.   The attic 
is one large room plas-
tered and floored, mak-
ing a large playroom with 
light and ventilation from 
four sides.

The building is finished 
in quartered oak, natural 
finish and heated by a 
system of hot water.  Mr. 
Hayward has taken ex-
treme pains with his sew-
erage and water system 
including a fire pressure 
system in case of neces-
sity. 

As a whole the building 
is considered by Harris & 
Shopbell, the architects, 
of Evansville, Ind., as the 
best of all their latest res-
idences.

In July 1915 Mr. Hay-
ward and his family were 
moving to Hardin County, 
and their beautiful home 
would be going up for sale.  
The ad for the sale stated 
that this home is possibly 
the best residence ever 
built in Crittenden county 
and is located on a large 
plot ground, beautifully 
shaded, with ample fruit 
trees.  The home cost the 
builder $22,500.00

On Nov. 4, 1915, The 
Press tells us that the 
Hayward house was sold 
at public auction Sat.  E. 
D. Thurman, of Paducah, 
was the successful bid-
der, the property being 
knocked off to him at 
$8,700.00  There was not 
a local bidder for the sale.  
The price at which this 
property was sold, does 
not represent even half of 
its cost. 

This beautiful structure 
had many more years 
of history that would be 
added later to her pages 
in the future.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

Remembering some of Marion’s historic homes
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Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
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lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
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House: 2013-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Forgotten
Passages

The Wilsonia Park Hotel and Hayward House are two of 
Marion’s grand structures. The Hayward House, which 
was later the county’s first hospital, still stands on Walk-
er Street across from Fohs Hall.



phasis on the pay.
He also partnered with a friend,

and the two bought equipment and
ran a sawmill while they were both
still teenagers.

Not long after that, and newly
married, Kenneth and Larene
moved to Louisville where Kenneth
had work for a distilling company
that made Old Grand Dad and Old
Taylor bourbon. It eventually sold
out to Jim Beam years later, and he
retired at age 54 because he didn’t
want to transfer to Frankfort.

Instead, the couple came home
and has nested peacefully in the
same spot since 1988. Their house
is just across Ky. 723 from where
Kenneth grew up. They bought the
place in about 1952 for $1,500. The
frame-style home was built in the
1800s, and there was more than 50
acres to go with it. 

Larene said it took a long time to
get the place in the condition they
wanted it, and she still works in the
yard every morning while it’s cool,
keeping the lawn mowed and flow-
ers weeded. 

“I have to take several breaks.
When you get to be 86, you’ll know
what I am talking about,” she said
with a chuckle.

Kenneth will soon be 90. He has
a 1968 Chevrolet step-side pickup

that he bought new in Louisville.
“I’ve been trying to wear it out,

but I can’t do it,” he said. “I get a lot
of comments on it.”

He found the original Kentucky
license plate he had on the vehicle
when he first licensed it. That plate
is now attached to the front bumper.

They raised their children during
the 30-plus years they lived in

Louisville, but one of them – their
son Kenny – moved back to Salem.
He had a stroke not too long ago and
Larene visits him about every day.
Their two girls both still live near
Louisville with their families. The
Crofts have one grandchild and a
couple of great-grandchildren. 

They met in 1949 at a Fourth of
July fireworks show in Salem. Just
over a month later, they got a blood
test in Morganfield and went back
the next day to be married. 

Larene remembers their first
“date” so to speak. A female friend
asked her to come sit in the car with
her then-boyfriend, who happened
to be Kenneth. The friend wanted to
go riding around, but Kenneth said
he didn’t have enough gas. A bit
later, Kenneth asked Larene to go
for a spin.

“I said, ‘I thought you couldn’t go
riding because didn’t have any gas,’”
she recalls. “He said, ‘I was just try-
ing to get rid of her.'”

Kenneth still takes a daily ride to
Salem where he drinks coffee with
the fellas at Tambco and reads the
morning newspaper. He gets there
about 5 a.m. and is home about an
hour later.

He has always been one to plan
ahead. He made good money and
saved plenty to retire on.

“We’ve never been broke,” he
said, and that’s what he believes has
been a big part of a long and lasting
marriage.

CHURCH NOTES
- Old Salem Baptist

Church will host home-
coming at 11 a.m. Sun-
day with Bro. Dennis
Wynn as guest speaker.
Lunch and singing by
Southlanders will follow
the morning service.

- Maranatha Baptist
Church, located at 1442
Cedar Grove Road in
Salem, will have a com-
munity singing at 6 p.m.

Saturday. Refreshments
will be served.

- The clothes closet at
Mexico Baptist Church
is open from 9 to 11:30
a.m. each Monday.

- Fredonia Unity
Baptist Church’s
clothes closet is open
from 9 a.m. to noon on
the second and fourth
Saturday of every
month.

his family.
“I went to the General

Baptist International
Missions Convention four
years ago, and the seed
was planted then,”
Brantley said. “The goal
is to be debt free, but
when God puts things in
front of you, you just
know it’s right. Three
years later, we became
debt free.”

Brantley is a 1993
Crittenden County High
School graduate who was
called to preach three
years ago. He served at
Blackford and stepped
down before embarking
on the family trip to the
Philippines in April. 

While he continues to

serve at his home church
of Cave Springs General
Baptist in Crittenden
County, Brantley is
working to secure spon-
sorship to cover mission
expenses. To date, he
says their expenses are
16 percent funded. His
hope is that within the
year, he will have the fi-
nancial commitments he
needs to move the family
to the Philippines.

Only about 1.4 per-
cent of the Matigsalug
Tribe has been exposed
to Christianity, Brantley
said.  

While living in Min-
danao, housing will be
provided to the Marion
family by the Matigsalug
Bible Institute, where the
native people are taught
to read and write and
learn the Gospel.

BRANTLEY
Continued from Page 1
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Schuyler Brantley, a 1993 graduate of Crittenden County
High School, and his wife Cathy are hoping to gain fi-
nancial support so they can move their family overseas
to become full-time Christian missionaries on the south-
ern Philippines island of Mindanao. Pictured are the
Brantleys with their children, Jeremiah, 13, and Allie, 11.

mission trip. 
“We worked alongside a group of

young adult missionaries from the
city of San Miguel and traveled to
the rural, poorer parts of the coun-
try,” Dossett explains. “We stayed
at a church rectory where we
helped with construction of bed-
rooms and bathrooms being made
into a retreat center.”

The public relations and English
major, who is in the Honors College
at NKU, traveled with her group to
Catholic churches in the rural area,
walking home-to-home to meet
families and learn about their spir-
itual lives and culture.

“We would share things about
ourselves with the families through
a translator who spoke Spanish
and English, praying with them
and inviting them to Mass with us
later in the afternoon,” she said. “It
gave us so much joy when we got to
see some of the families again at
church.”

Though she is unsure what
awaits her beyond college gradua-
tion, she is interested in additional
domestic and international mission
trips. 

“After this trip, I'm praying about
whether or not God is calling me to
be a full-time FOCUS missionary,
where I would serve college stu-
dents on a campus in the U.S. I def-
initely do feel the call to not only
deepen my relationship with God,

but to serve in more ways on my
campus and at home,” Dossett
said. “I feel inspired to become
more involved in ministry work
somehow and to let God pour His
love into me so I can love Him and

those around me better. After my
trip, I feel so much more blessed
and appreciative of this life that
God has given me too.”

Dossett is the daughter or Brad
and Lisa Dossett of Marion.

DOSSETT
Continued from Page 1

Maria Dossett (front left), a 2016 graduate of Crittenden County High
School, served as a Catholic missionary in San Miguel, El Salvador, over
the summer. The senior at Northern Kentucky Unversity remains interested
in further mission work.

MARRIAGE
Continued from Page 1
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Kenneth and Larene Croft of rural
Crittenden County are just days shy
of their 70th wedding annivesary on
Tuesday. The couple, shown here in
1949, married just more than a
month after their first meeting.



design team has analyzed
more than a dozen poten-
tial alternatives for this
section of the U.S. 641 re-
construction project,” Poat
said. “After years of thor-
ough study, we’ve taken
public comments gathered
from previous public meet-
ings into consideration to
develop a route that offers
the best connection for cit-
izens along the corridor
through stretches across
portions of Caldwell, Crit-
tenden and Lyon counties.”

The public information
meeting will be from 5 to 7
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 27 in
the First Cumberland
Presbyterian Church gym-
nasium at 100 Cassidy Av-
enue in

Fredonia.  Engineers, de-
sign staff and consultants
will be available to share
information and displays
on the preliminary pre-
ferred route. Project team
members will be on hand
to discuss the preferred al-
ternative that will guide
the next steps to prepare
for the final design process
and eventual construction.

“The preferred route
weaves in public feedback
and data from examining
each alternate’s geogra-
phy, environmental fac-
tors, property impacts and
future transportation
needs to build a better
connection for citizens in
western Kentucky,” Poat
said.

He urges citizens who
travel existing U.S. 641 be-
tween Fredonia and Ed-
dyville and property

owners who live along the
corridor to attend the pub-
lic meeting.

Approximately 3,000
vehicles travel the existing
U.S. 641 between Fredonia
and Eddyville in an aver-
age day.

U.S. 641
Continued from Page 1
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Obits policy
Most obituaries in The

Crittenden Press are pub-
lished at no charge. How-
ever, extended obituaries
are available for a small
fee. Please ask your fu-
neral director about fee-
based obituaries. There is
no charge for use of a
photo. Obituaries that ap-
pear in the paper are also
accessible on the Web for
free at The Press Online
dating back to 1999. They
are updated each month
at The-Press.com.

DEATHS

Myers
Merle Rose Myers, 86, of

Cleveland, Texas, formerly
of Marion, died Friday Aug.
9, 2019.

She and her husband
Jim operated Myers Bed
and Breakfast in Marion
prior to retirement. She
was active in
community
affairs and
was past
president of
the Critten-
den County
Homemakers
Association
and a mem-
ber of Morning Glory
Homemakers.

Myers is survived by a
son, Craig (Martha) Myers
of Clear Lake, Texas; two
daughters, Vicki (Bubba)
King of Bronson, Texas,
and April (Randy) Lunsford
of Cleveland, Texas; seven
grandchildren; and 15
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Lloyd
and Lucy Baney McDon-
ald; her husband, James
Myers; a daughter, Dotti
Myers Wooley; a grandson,
Michael Glenn Jones; a
sister; four brothers; and a
still born grandson, Travis
Collins.

Funeral services were
Monday at Pace-Stancil
Funeral Home & Cemetery
in Cleveland, Texas. Inter-
ment was at Palms Ceme-
tery in Dayton, Texas.

Myers

Hurley
John Marshall Hurley,

78, of Marion died Aug. 6,
2019, at Crittenden Com-
munity Hospital in Marion.

He was a member of
Vaughn Hill Church of
Christ in East Alton, Ill.

Hurley is survived by a
daughter, Tammy Gernigin
of Marion; three grandchil-
dren, John Gernigin of Illi-
nois and Shelby and Jeff
Gernigin, both of Marion;
six great-grandchildren,
Christopher, Parker, Bris-
ton, Mieke, Skylynn and
Timpton; and a sister,
Julia Sunley of Chicago.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Jean
Hurley; his parents, John
and Treva Hurley; a grand-
son, Christopher Gernigin;
five brothers; and a sister.

Funeral services will be
held at Gent Funeral Home
in Alton, Ill., at a later date.
Interment will be in
Bethany Cemetery in God-
frey, Ill.
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Berlin Crisis honor
Donald Tabor (right), 81, of the Mexico community in Crittenden County was presented
earlier this month by Brig. Gen. Scott A. Campbell of the Kentucky National Guard with
a 50th anniversary recognition of Tabor’s Guard service in 1961-62 during the Berlin
Crisis. Seven years ago, due to illness, Tabor was unable to make a reunion of the mem-
bers from the Marion Guard unit who were called to active service for 18 months during
Cold War tensions over the occupation of the capital of then-West Germany. Soldiers
in the local D Co., 3rd Medium Tank Battalion, 123rd Armor of the Kentucky National
Guard served out their federal duty at Fort Knox in Kentucky, training for any potential
battle in Europe with the Soviet Union. Fortunately, that never materialized, and Tabor
returned home to his wife Nancy in Crittenden County. Tabor volunteered for the Guard
in 1960 while working with a core drilling outfit working on the construction of Barkley
Dam. “I didn’t have anything but my pocket knife,” Tabor said of his possessions at the
time of enlistment. “I was getting ready to be drafted anyway.” He left the Guard, how-
ever, with a lot of lifetime friends, most of whom have passed. Campbell, a Crittenden
County native, said Nancy Tabor learned of the reunion that took place seven years ago
and earlier this year contacted the Governor's Constituent Services Office, which con-
tacted the Kentucky National Guard about presenting the recognition.

Hill
Tony Ray Hill, 55, of

Marion died Monday, Aug.
12, 2019, at the Ray and
Kay Eckstein Hospice Care
Center in Paducah.

He was a member of Life
In Christ Church.

Hill is survived by two
brothers, Bob Hill and Bill
Hill, both of Marion; three
sisters, Betty Willis of Pad-
ucah, Mary James of Hen-
derson and Carolyn
Manley of Lexington.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Elmer and Pauletta Hill;
four brothers, Eugene
Shelby Hill, Elmer Rudell
Hill, Charles Hill and
James Albert Hill; and a
sister, Paula Faye Hill.

Memorial services are
scheduled for 1 p.m. Mon-
day at Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion.  The fam-
ily will receive visitors from
10 a.m. until service time
Monday.



The Sun Shines Bright
was the theme of the 71st
Annual Meeting of the
Crittenden County Ex-
tension Homemaker As-
sociation held Aug. 7, at
the Ed-Tech Center.
Table decorations carried
out the theme with sun-
flowers and other garden
flowers provided by Micki
Crider and Sarah Ford.

Refreshments were
provided by the current
county officers Jerrell
James, Sarah Ford,
Micki Crider, Nancy Hunt
and Janeen Tramble,
County Extension Agent
for Family & Consumer
Sciences.  Jerrell James,
County Homemaker
President welcomed
members and guests.
Debbie Padgett presented
the Inspirational.

Keynote speaker Kath-
leen Guess shared her
experiences as a Jeop-
ardy contestant. A game
of Homemaker Jeopardy
was played between the
clubs represented fol-
lowed by the business
session. 

Janeen Tramble in-
stalled the new officers
and chairmen which in-

cluded Sarah Ford, Pres-
ident-Elect; Darl Henley,
Vice-President; Debbie
Padgett, Secretary; Micki
Crider, International;
Janet Stevens, Foods,
Nutrition & Health; and
Nancy Hunt, Public In-
formation & Marketing.
Nancy Lanham will serve
as Cultural Arts & Her-
itage Chair.

The following first
place club awards were
announced:

Outstanding Club-
Challengers

Club Community
Service- Challengers

County Community
Service- After Hours

Health & Fitness-
After Hours

Go Green/Recycling-
After Hours

Extension & 4-H Sup-
port- After Hours

Perfect Attendance
awards were presented
to: Sarah Ford, Christine
Gregory, Darl Henley,
Nancy Lanham, Debbie
Padgett, and Roberta
Shewmaker.

Book List awards were
presented to: Sarah Ford,
Christine Gregory, Darl
Henley, and Nancy Hunt

First place in the Vol-
unteer Service Unit cate-
gories:

Overall- Darl Henley,
554 hours

Extension- Sarah Ford
KEHA- Darl Henley
Community- Sarah

Ford
Personal- Judith Lan-

ham
Top Club- Challengers
A total of $166 was

raised from a silent auc-
tion for the Crittenden
County Nancy Hunt Ex-
tension Homemaker
Scholarship. Parker
Johnson was the 2019
recipient of the $500

scholarship.
For more information

on how to become a
member of Extension
Homemakers contact Ja-
neen Tramble at the
County Extension Office
at (270) 965-5236.
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Class of ‘56
holds reunion

The  Crittenden County
Class of 1956 will hold  a
Class Reunion Aug. 31, at
the Majestic House in
Princeton.
Social hour will be held
from 3-4 p.m.   A buffet
meal will be served at 4
p.m. Further information
contact  Sarah Ford, (270)
965-3833.

Shirley also
GSP honoree

Crittenden County res-
ident Benny Shirley, a stu-
dent at the Kentucky
School for the Deaf, was a
participant in the Gover-
nor’s Scholar Program
(GSP) this summer.
Shirley’s placement was at
Center College with math
as the focus area. In addi-
tion to Shirley, four Critten-
den County High School
students attending Ken-
tucky’s other three partici-
pating college campuses
set a local record, having
five students attend GSP
in one summer.

Calendar
– Annual meeting of the

Hurricane Camp Board
will be held at 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Aug. 15 at the
dining hall. All interested
parties are encouraged to
attend.

– Crittenden County
High School SBDM will
meet at 3:30 p.m., Aug. 22

– Shady Grove Ma-
sonic Lodge #559 will
have family night at 6
p.m., Aug. 24. Come and
join us at the Shady Grove
Fire Department.

– Crittenden County
Elementary School
SBDM will meet at 3:45
p.m., Aug. 27. 

– Lego Club meets
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. every
Tuesday at Crittenden
County Public Library. K-4
students can join Children
and Youth Services Direc-
tor Kathleen Guess in the
library meeting room for
creative Lego building. 

Extension
– Hooks & Needles

Crafter’s Corner Club
(formally Crochet Corner)
invites anyone interested
in needlework – embroi-
dery, knitting, tatting, etc.
to join them at noon Aug.
21 at the Extension office.
Donations of any yarn,
needles, hoops etc. are
also accepted.  Contact
Nancy Lapp (270) 965-
4469 for more informa-
tion.  

– Diabetes Support
Group will meet at 10
a.m., Friday at the Exten-
sion Office.  

– FCS Agent Janeen
Tramble will have a
“Cooking Through the
Calendar” class from 11
a.m.-1 p.m., Aug. 22 at the
Extension Annex. This
month’s recipe is Easy
Sheet Pan Chicken Bake.
Participants will get hands
on food preparation and a
delicious meal along with
nutritional information.
There is no cost but pre-
registration is required,
please call (270) 965-
5236. This class counts as
credit towards Community
Christmas. 

– “Communication Es-
sentials for Good Impres-
sions,” leader lesson, will
be at 10 a.m.,  Aug. 28 at
at the Extension Office.
Tiffany Bolinger, Christian
County FCS agent, will be
teaching the class.  Learn
more about non-verbal
communications and the
roles speaking and active
listening play in communi-
cation.   

4-H events
– Rifle Team meets at

6 p.m., each Thursday at
the Extension Park. This is
for children 9-18.

– Trap Team for chil-
dren 9-18 meets at 6 p.m.,
each Tuesday at the Ex-
tension Park.

– Early American Her-
itage Club meets from 4-
6 p.m.,Thursday. This is
for students in grades 8-
12.  

Senior Center
The Crittenden County

Senior Citizens Center is
open weekdays 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day, and is
$3 for those 60 and older
and $5 for those under 60.
Reservations are encour-
aged two days in advance
but are taken up to a week
in advance.

Menu and activities for
the following seven days in-
clude:

Thursday - Menu is Mex-
ican lasagna, buttered broc-
coli, garlic breadstick and
Jell-O cake.

Friday - Menu is baked
catfish, navy beans, cole
slaw, ambrosia fruit salad,
cornbread and margarine.
Bingo will begin at 10:30
a.m. 

Monday – Menu is frank-

furter and sauerkraut,
mashed potatoes, black-
eyed peas, peach cobbler,
cornbread and margarine.
Ladies exercise with Full
Body Fitness Studio begins
at 9:45 a.m.

Tuesday – Menu is
spaghetti with meat sauce,
broccoli salad, garlic bread-
stick and apple crisp.

Aug. 21 – Menu is oven
fried chicken, new buttered
potatoes, buttered broccoli,
wheat roll and pears. Bingo
begins at 10:30 a.m. 

All menu items are sub-
ject to change based on
availability. 

PACS provides milk, cof-
fee, tea and water each day.
Aging coordinator Jenny
Sosh is director of the cen-
ter.

For more information,
call (270) 965-5229.

KENTUCKY HEALTH NEWS
Six Kentucky hospi-

tals have been named
among the nation's "Best
Regional Hospitals" in
the annual rankings by
U.S. News & World Re-
port magazine, including
one in western Kentucky.

They are, in order: the
University of Kentucky
Hospital, St. Elizabeth
Healthcare Edgewood-
Covington Hospitals, and
in a tie for third, Baptist
Health Paducah, Baptist
Health Lexington, Baptist
Health Louisville and
Norton Hospital in
Louisville.

To make the list, a
hospital must offer a full
range of services and ei-
ther be ranked nationally
in one of the 12 meas-
ured specialties or have
three or more high-per-
formance specialty rank-
ings or three or more
high performance proce-
dures and conditions
rankings.

Baptist Health had
three of the state's top six
hospitals, with Baptist
Health Paducah gaining
its first ever rank in the
Best Hospitals survey,
according to a Baptist
Health news release.

Space class 
Between five and eight teens partic-
ipated in Crittenden County Li-
brary’s summer teen reading event
which centered around space ex-
ploaration. Dan and Anne Rubino
assisted the youth as they created
rockets and launched them at the
airport. Below are the teens who
launched paper rockets with an air
compressor, including (from left)
Cade Crider, Paul Combs, Aria Kirk,
Aliyah Maraman, Kiersten Smith and
Rubino. The winner for the Reading
Space Race (right) was Paul Combs,
who won a Blue Yeticaster Profes-
sional Mic. The summer activities
for older youth were coodianted by
teen librarian Elizabeth Tosh.

8

Annual meeting kicks off Homemaker year

Janeen Tramble (left) installs new officers and chairmen of the Crittenden County
Extension Homemaker Association at its 71st Annual Meeting Aug. 7.  Installed were
(from left) Sarah Ford, president-elect; Darl Henley, vice-president; Debbie Padgett,
secretary; and co-chairs Micki Crider, Janet Stevens and Nancy Hunt.

Baptist Health among best

The Paducah Sym-
phony Choirs will be
hosting auditions for
singers from grades 3
through adult Aug. 15
through Aug. 31. 

The Paducah Sym-
phony Children’s Chorus
is a choir made up of
young singers, grades 3-
7.  The choir performs
frequently during the ac-
ademic year including
with the Symphony dur-
ing their annual holiday
concert.  The Children’s
Chorus is conducted by
Dr. Bradley Almquist, Di-
rector of Choral Activities
at Murray State Univer-
sity.  

The Paducah Sym-
phony Youth Chorus is
comprised of singers,
grades 8-12.  They per-
form regularly with the
Children’ Chorus and the
Symphony Chorus.  They
are conducted by Mrs.
Samantha Veal, Director
of Choirs at Paducah

Middle School. Both
choirs rehearse in Padu-
cah and perform
throughout the Purchase
region.

The Children’s Chorus
and Youth Chorus pro-
vide instruction in music
literacy, part-singing and
proper vocal function.
They also introduce chil-
dren to the highest stan-
dards of western art
music, music from other
world cultures, and
American musical tradi-
tions.  The choirs provide
the children with a posi-
tive and creative means
of expressing themselves
through music, help to
develop self-esteem
through hard work,
achievement and suc-
cess.

To schedule an audi-
tion or receive additional
information, please call
the Symphony Office at
(270) 444-0065.

Paducah Symphony
holding auditions
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PREP SPORTS
Upcoming games
FRIDAY
Soccer hosts Lyon County
Football hosts Calloway scrimmage
SATURDAY
Golf All A Classic at Deer Lakes
MONDAY
Soccer hosts Webster County
Volleyball hosts Mayfield
TUESDAY
MS football at Calloway County
Volleyball at Murray

OBSTACLE COURSE
Kuttawa Warrior Challenge
There will be a Lake Barkley
Warrior Challenge 5K obstacle
course and mud run on Satur-
day, Sept. 7 at Kuttawa. The
event is sponsored by Kuttawa
Tourism Department and half of
the proceeds benefit Operation
Enduring Warrior. For more infor-
mation go online to LakeBarkley-
WarriorChallenge.com.

Flag football assessment
Flag football assessments
are at 9 a.m., Saturday at
Rocket Stadium. Players may
register on day of assess-
ments. Cost is $35. Games
are played Saturday morn-
ings this fall at Rocket Sta-
dium. The first game is
Saturday, Aug. 31. For more
information call Serena Dick-
erson at (270) 704-1871.

SOCCER
Youth registration
Registration for Crittenden
County Youth Soccer Associa-
tion’s fall season is underway on-
line. Go to KySoccerLive.net and
select the Crittenden YSA option.
The last day to register is Aug.
26. Cost is $45 for players born
in 2014-2017 and $55 for those
born in 2006-20013. Online pay-
ment is through PayPal, but you
may register online then pay at
the first practice. For more infor-
mation, email crittendensoc-
cer@yahoo.com.

VOLLEYBALL
Alumni event Thursday
CCHS volleyball team will
host an Alumni Game on
Thursday evening. The event
will begin at 6 p.m., at Rocket
Arena. Former CCHS volley-
ball players are encouraged
to participate. There is no fee
to play. Admission is $3.

BARREL RACING
Fairgrounds hosts event
There will be a Jackpot Bar-
rel Show Saturday at Critten-
den County Fairgrounds. The
NBHA-sanctioned event be-
gins with training at 4:30 p.m.,
and the show starts at 7 p.m.
There are divisions for pee-
wee, youth and adult.

OUTDOORS
Squirrel season opens
It’s just about time for the first of
the fall hunting seasons. Bushy
tails ring in the beginning of the
hunting seasons. Squirrel sea-
son opens Aug. 17 in Kentucky.
The limit is six and the posses-
sion limit is 12. If you go, be sure
to have insect repellant.

Hunting Seasons
Bullfrog               May 17 - Oct. 31
Squirrel                Aug. 17 - Nov. 8
Dove                   Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Bow Deer            Sept. 7 - Jan. 20
Bow Turkey        Sept. 7 - Jan. 20
Canada Goose           Sept. 16-30
Crossbow Deer    Sept. 21 - Jan. 20
Wood Duck/Teal            Sept. 21-25
Teal Only                       Sept. 26-29
Raccoon                  Oct. 1 - Feb. 29
Crossbow Turkey              Oct. 1-20
Youth Deer         Oct. 12 - Oct. 13
Muzzleloader Deer    Oct. 19 - Oct. 20
Shotgun Turkey       Oct. 26 - Nov. 1
Gun Deer             Nov. 9 - Nov. 24
Crossbow Turkey    Nov. 9 - Dec. 31
Raccoon (trapping) Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Squirrel             Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Quail                  Nov. 11 - Feb. 10
Rabbit                Nov. 11 - Feb. 10

Sports The Crittenden Press

REMAINING GOLF SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 at Deer Lakes All A Region
Aug. 22 at Breckenridge vs Union Co.
Aug. 26 at Deer Lakes vs Union County
Aug. 31 at Marshall County Invitational
Sept. 3 At Deer Lakes vs. Livingston
Sept. 7 All A Classic State Tournaments
@Gibson Bay, Richmond (boys)
@ University Club, Richmond (girls)
Sept. 9 at Calvert City vs CFA, Graves
Sept. 10 at Deer Lakes vs Livingston
Sept. 14 at Graves County Invitational
Sept. 21 at Christian County Invitational 
Sept. 30 Girls Region at Paxton Park
Oct. 1 Boys Region at Calvert City
_______________________________

Gilchrist

STAFF REPORT
Lauren Gilchrist unwrapped a career-

best 18-hole round Saturday at Paducah’s
Paxton Park.

The Crittenden County senior shot a 1-
over-par 72 to finish tied with Marshall
County's Savannah Howell and St. Mary's
Margaret Butts.

In a two-hole playoff, Gilchrist finished
third while Howell won the girls’ champi-
onship at the Paducah Tilghman Invita-
tional.

Gilchrist’s driver was working well for her

Saturday, but she also hit a couple nice
putts for par and a couple more for three
birdies on the back nine. Her score at Pax-
ton Park was Gilchrist’s best ever round.
Prior to that it was 75.

Overcoming bad shots while improving
her mental game is one of the factors
Gilchrist points to for putting together her
best round of golf. 

She and the other Rocket golfers will be
playing Saturday in the All A Classic at Deer
Lakes, where Gilchrist won the regional
championship a year ago.

STAFF REPORT
With a mantra of #ProveIt

resonating throughout the
Rocket football preseason
camp, coach Sean Thompson
was particularly pleased with
at least one aspect of last
week’s opening pre-season
scrimmages.

His boys displayed the
physical toughness which is
prerequisite to almost every-
thing else in a sport that relies
largely on physical aggression.

What the second-year head
coach saw was a team that re-
sponded to a test provided
first and foremost by Murray
High’s big defensive front.
Tiger defensive lineman Se-
bastian Lawrence is a highly-
touted collegiate recruit and
Murray has good speed up
front, in the backfield and in
its secondary.

“We competed and were not
intimidated by a team that is
bigger, faster, stronger,” said
the Rocket skipper. “After the
scrimmages, I felt like our kids
had overexceded what we ex-
pected from scrimmage num-
ber one.”

And while the final scores
really are of little significance
in scrimmages, everyone likes
to know how they turned out.
For those who like to keep

score:
Murray 12, Rockets 9 
Crittenden 21, Marshall 13

The Rocket offense was un-
stoppable against Marshall
County as Caden McCalister
scored twice and Xander
Tabor scored once. Critten-
den’s defense was up to the
task of handling the Marshals’
wing-T and option attacks
other than a few hiccups in
downfield responsibilities and
tackling.

Clearly, this year’s defense
with nearly everyone back is
ahead of the Rocket offense,
where there’s a new quarter-
back and frontline. Thompson
said the secondary, which
gave up two passing TDs
against Murray, will get better
with a bit more experience. 

This year’s Rockets squad
figures it has much to prove
after losing a host of talented
players from a team that went
to the state quarterfinals and
set all sorts of records. It’s out
to prove that the cupboard is
far from empty and will get an-
other chance to showcase
what’s in store for the coming
season when Calloway County
comes to Rocket Stadium for
the final pre-season scrim-
mage on Friday.

Thompson knows his
team’s conditioning needs to
improve and it will work on
that in the coming days as the
season opener looms at Fort
Campbell on Aug. 23.

The mistakes Thompson
saw in the first scrimmage are
“fixable,” he said. 

“The effort and the mental-
ity were there. We had those
things,” he added.

“The big difference between
now and this time last year is
those guys last year knew
what it took. This time, the tal-
ent is there, we just need them
to buy into the process of what
it’s going to take to get there,”
Thompson said.

Crittenden’s first regular-
season opponent, Fort Camp-
bell, scrimmaged Webster
County last week and lost 20-
7.

Caden McCalister (2) ran for two touchdowns in Friday’s scrim-
mage against Marshall County at Murray’s Ty Holland Stadium.

Not too Shabby!
Rocket skipper gives thumbs
up for first preseason warmup

Gilchrist solves Paxton Park for near par
Title Defense Mode
n Lady Rocket senior Lauren
Gilchrist is a 5-time All A Clas-
sic state tournament qualifier
and was the First Region
champion last August. She
will be seeking a second
straight title on Saturday at
Deer Lakes Golf Course.

Friday’s Tuneup
The Rocket football team will
host Calloway County Friday
night for its final pre-season
scrimmage. Plans are for three
quarters of varstiy scrimmaging
and two quarters of junior var-
sity action. Start time is 6 p.m.,
at Rocket Stadium.
_________________________

Members of the Crittenden County High School golf team are (front from left) Addie Hatfield, Lauren Gilchrist, Brylee Conyer, (back)
Avery Belt, Jeremiah Foster, Landon Crider, Sam Greenwell, Evan Belt, Seth Riley and Asa McCord.

Golfers gear up for All A Classic

Gilchrist, Greenwell among region contenders
STAFF REPORT

Though thin in numbers
and young, this year’s Rocket
golf team should have an ad-
vantage playing in Saturday’s
First Region All A Classic at
Deer Lakes Golf Course.

Deer Lakes is the home
course for Crittenden and Liv-
ingston teams, both of which
have players who are likely to
generate conversation in local
high school golf circles.

For Crittenden, Sammy
Greenwell will be the leader for
the Rocket boys. With plenty
of experience beginning with
competitive play since middle
school, Greenwell is one of the
anticipated top golfers for Sat-
urday’s Class A, in addition to
Livingston golfer Darit Barnes,
a senior and defending re-
gional champion. 

Greenwell has averaged 78,
just a few strokes over par in
tournaments this summer.

“UHA has Weston Wood and
Jiles Wyatt, both of whom
qualified for state last year,
and Darit Barnes was on Liv-
ingston’s team that won the

Class A this time last year,”
said coach Vicki Hatfield.

Also competing with Crit-
tenden and Livingston in the
Class A are University Heights
Academy, Dawson Springs,
Caldwell, Lyon and Fort
Campbell. 

Other varsity boys’ team
members are junior Landon
Crider, freshman Evan Belt
and eighth-grader Jeremiah
Foster.

“Sammy has a lot of poten-
tial, he practices a lot and
thinks about his game a lot,”
the coach said. “Our younger
boys have goals of lowering
their scores, and Jeremiah
Foster, for one, is seeing his
scores steadily coming down.

“We’re young, and golf is
down 25 percent in high
schools in Kentucky, but there
are so many opportunities out
there. Colleges are contacting
us and we would love to get
our numbers up.”

Though they’re one person
shy of being able to compete
as a team, the Lady Rocket
golfers will be paced by five-

time state qualifier Lauren
Gilchrist. Freshmen Addie
Hatfield and Brylee Conyer
will also be competing against
the area’s females this season. 

Gilchrist is coming off her
personal best round last Sat-
urday in Paducah, and her
coach is looking for her to win
the girls’ All A Classic Satur-
day. Her toughest competitors
will be Kathryn Brown from
Lyon County and Claire Knoth
from Caldwell County, the
coach predicts.

Gilchrist said she didn’t
shoot scores in summer golf
events that she had hoped,
giving her added determina-
tion as she begins her final
high school season. 

“I want to play really well so
I can make up for that,”
Gilchrist said. “I have been
playing well, and honestly I
think it’s playing level
throughout the whole round,
like if I have a really good shot,
I try not to get too excited and
if I have a bad shot, just try to
stay positive and really work
on my mental game.”

Junior Sam Greenwell



Cam’Ron Fletcher av-
eraged 16.8 points and
3.8 rebounds per game
last season when Vashon
High School in St. Louis
won the Missouri 3A
state championship. He
averaged 11.8 points,
6.5 rebounds and 1.4 as-
sists per game this sum-
mer in the Nike Elite
Youth Basketball
League. 
The 6-6, 210-pound

Fletcher had North Car-
olina, Kansas, Michigan
State, Missouri and Pur-
due among his 20-some
scholarship offers before
he verbally committed to
Kentucky after making
an official visit.
“Cam is a tantalizing

talent and when things
are really going for him
he can make such a
huge impact scoring the
ball in the interior. He's a
sensational weak-side
shot blocker on the de-
fensive end,” said David
Kvidahl of the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.
Kvidahl should know

since he has seen
Fletcher play more than
20 times in his career.
That includes seeing
some games when he
was not at his best. 
“There are those days

where he would disap-
pear against good oppo-
nents — last year
against East St. Louis for
instance. Cam had his
breakaway dunk swatted
from behind into the stu-
dent section and when

the home crowd went
wild he sort of withered,”
Kvidahl said. “It was a
full house against an op-
ponent that would go on
to win the Class 3A Illi-
nois state title and he
was MIA (missing in ac-
tion) after that blocked
shot. He wasn't the only
one who had a tough
time that night but that
did stand out to me.
“Now that he's being

counted on as a senior
leader, I'm interested to
see how he steps into
that role for a program
with the highest of ex-
pectations. Vashon is
chasing an undefeated
season.”
Fletcher’s high school

coach, Tony Irons, told
CatsPause/247Sports
Network analyst Chris
Fisher that the UK staff
wants Fletcher to focus
on “continuing to play
with a high motor” which
goes along with what
Kvidahl observed.
“Play hard for the

whole duration of the
game and use his energy
to make plays,” Irons
told Fisher.
Kvidahl believes the

“allure of Kentucky” as a
blue blood of college bas-
ketball led to the quick
commitment by Fletcher. 
“There just aren't a lot

of kids that get the offer
to join one of the nation's
most recognizable and
successful athletic pro-
grams. That's hard to
turn down,” he said.
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Members of the Crittenden County Middle School football team are (front from left) Koby Williams, Logan King, Weston Green, Jason Millikan,
Turner Sharp, Chase Conyer, Micah Newcom, Levi Piper, Gattin Travis, Jaxon Hatfield, Gabe Keller, Phoenix Mayes, Camron Belcher, (second
row) Ty Willingham, Hurst Miniard, Conner Simpkins, Bennett McDaniel, Tyree McLean, Jantzen Fowler, Trent Parrish, Tyler Belt, Izak Seago,
Zane McBride, Luke Drawdy, Quaid Cook-Brown, Cayden Tramel, (third row) Travis Blazina, Bryan Chaney, Landon Curry, Caden Howard, Kole
Williams, Blake French, Hunter Phillips, Chaun Tramel, Caden Travis, Austin Martin, Carson Yates, Johnny Martin, (back) coach Jared Brown,
coach Blake Gardner, head coach Jacob Courtney, manager Laycee Lynn, manager Maddie Travis and coach Dylan Thornton.

Linebackers lead full CCMS roster
STAFF REPORT
Enthusiasm is high in

the middle school football
ranks, just as it is at the
upper level.
A combination of fac-

tors, say middle school
coaches, has contributed
to a large turnout. A ros-
ter with 40 players could
press the school record.
There have been times in
the not so distance past
that the middle school got
down to 20 or fewer.
Among the contribut-

ing factors, say the
coaches, are recent suc-
cess at the high school
level, a vibrant flag foot-
ball program and a junior
pro format that now pro-
vides more opportunity
for playing time.
And the best news is

that there’s a great deal of
talent on the squad.
“Our defense looks as

good as it ever has at this
point in the season,” said
second-year head coach
Jacob Courtney.
The middle school boys

finished 4-4 last season
and one of its best play-
ers, Tyler Belt, got hurt in
an early practice. He
broke a bone in his hand,
but the running back and
receiver could be back in
about two more weeks.
Micah Newcom is the

starting quarterback. He’s
a good passer and the
coaching staff has high
praise for his mechanics
and field awareness.
Backups are Tyree
McLean and Levi Piper.
Piper and Bennett Mc-

Daniel will be the starting
running backs. Gattin
Travis and Trent Parrish
will also get some touches
at running back. Look for
Piper to carry much of the
load at that position. He’s
playing with confidence
and swagger, the coach
said.
Receivers are Jaxon

Hatfield and Turner
Sharp, and Ty Willingham
will play the Y position,
traditionally known as
tight end. Others who
could see time at receiver
are Caden Howard, Gabe
Keller and Jantzen
Fowler. 
Crittenden will be run-

ning the same spread of-
fense and 3-3 defense
that the high school team
deploys.

Up front on offense are
center Chase Conyer,
guards Hurst Miniard
and Travis Blazina and
tackles Izak Seago and
Logan King. Cayden
Tramel and Hunter
Phillips provide depth up
front.
Coach Courtney says

there are lots of lineman
on the roster, but few
have gametime experi-
ence. 
“We have a lot of new-

comers this time,” he
said.
Defensively, the line-

backing corps has the
coaching staff smiling.
Cayden Tramel is perhaps
the centerpiece of the
unit. He plays downhill
and is a “pure” line-
backer, according to the

coaches. Gattin Travis
and Sharp will also play
linebacker and Piper is
the Rocket backer. At
safeties are McLean and
Camron Belcher, both
have plenty of speed.
At the corners are Hat-

field and Newcom.
Blazina will be the

noseguard and Willing-
ham and McDaniel are
the starting ends right
now.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

FOOTBALL
CCMS Schedule
Aug. 13 Trigg County
Aug. 20 at Calloway Co.
Aug. 29 at Union County
Sept. 5 Webster County
Sept. 10 at South Hopkins
Sept. 17 at James Madison
Sept. 24 Browning Springs
Oct. 1 Caldwell County
____________________

CCMS
FOOTBALL
ROSTER

No.   Player                        Grade
3    Levi Piper               8
4    Jaxon Hatfield        8
10  Blake French         7
11  Turner Sharp         8
12  Gabe Keller            8
13  Jason Millikan        8
14  Bennett McDaniel  8
16  Micah Newcom      8
17  Caden Howard       7
18  Ty Willingham        8
22  Tyler Belt                8
24  Gattin Travis          8
25  Trent Parrish          7
27  Koby Williams        8
32  Tyree McLean        7
33  Camron Belcher     7
47  Landon Curry         7
48  Kaiden Travis         7
50  Travis Blazina        8
51  Bryan Chaney        7
52  Chase Conyer        7
53  Zane McBride        7
54  Conner Simpkins   8
55  Weston Green       7
56  Luke Drawdy          8
59  Tristan Yates          8
60  Hunter Phillips       7
61  Cayden Tramel      8
62  Austin Martin          7
64  Logan King            7
72  Phoenix Mayes      7
74  Quaid Cook-Brown  8
76  Carson Yates         7
78  Hurst Miniard         8
79  Izak Seago             7
80  Kole Williams         7
82  Braxton Hullett       7
88  Chaun Tramel        7
63  Jonny Martin          7

UK commit Fletcher
already in spotlight
at top St. Louis HS

Enough Championship Bermuda was spread on the greens at the Heritage at Marion Country Club Fri-
day to cover a full acre. The MiniVerde sprigs were spread by Modern Turf of Rembert, S.C., with help
from a handful of local volunteers including Dean Buchanan (center) and Doug Phelps, who has served
as the golf course superintendent the last two years.  Modern Turf is double seeding the greens to shave
time off the growing period, and expects the greens to be showing great progress within a couple of
weeks. Modern Turf has planted greens at 181 courses in the United States, including those in our region
at Paducah, Calvert City and Princeton country clubs.

Vaught’s Veiws



yard sales
GARAGE SALE Friday 8 a.m.-? 
and Saturday, 7 a.m.-noon, 100 
Belt Lane in subdivision off Wel-
don Rd. Boys clothes 10/12 and 
14/16, lots of shoes, some baby 
items, women’s XL, men’s 2XL, 
household items. (1t-7-p)

for sale
2014 John Deere MXID Bush-
hog, like new, used very little. 
$7,000. Call (270) 988-2796 or 
(270) 836-7845. (1t-7-c)
DOG BOX for large pickup, 44” 
wide, 36” deep, 22 ½” tall, black 
color, 2 compartments. $125, 
(270) 952-0918. (2t-7-p)
Paracide® shampoo kills fleas 
& ticks on dogs & cats, elimi-
nates doggy odor & restores 
glossy coat. Akridge Farm Sup-
ply. (270) 545-3332. (www.ken-
nelvax.com(. (3t-7-p)

automotive
1998 Jeep, black, 6 cyl., auto-
matic, 119,000 mileage. $6,500. 
Call (270) 988-2796 or (270) 
836-7845. (1t-7-c) 

real estate
91 ACRES in Crittenden Coun-
ty, good crop and livestock farm 
– 60 acres crop, balance fenced 
and cross fenced, several build-
ing sites, 0.3  mile road frontage 
short distance from Salem; 116 
acres marketable hardwood 
timber in Livingston County,  Ky. 
137  Bethel Hill Road. Hunting 
cabin, 4 electric camper hook-
ups and county water along 
road, 0.3 miles of road front-
age. Call Brenda at Lake Realty 
(270) 362-4219. (8t-9-c)

agriculture
FOR SALE: 16 cows, 16 calves 
and 1 bull. $25,000. (270) 545-
3944. (2t-7-p)

employment
Industrial Mechanic Needed 
Immediately. Must have skill 
and experience welding, 480V 
electrical, hydraulics, and gen-
eral mechanical ability. Min. 5 
yrs experience. Good pay, ben-
efits.  Background check, drug 
screen required.  Email resume 
to hmaloney@libertytire.comor 
call (270)965-3613 to schedule 
interview.  EEOC. (2t-7-c)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seeking 
employees.  We offer a com-
petitive salary, benefits package 
and advancement opportuni-
ties.  Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions available.  
MTC is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/Dis-
abled/Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifications and 
to apply, please visit our web-
site: www.mtcjobs.com “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures Today” 
(5t-9-c)

services
VALLEY VIEW Windows, Cus-
tom Built Vinyl Windows, we 
install for new construction and 
replacements, Pole Barns, 
Re-roofing, Decks, Doors. Aq-
uila A. Yoder, Jr., 1240 Valley 
View Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(38t-27-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Parking 
lots, garages, steel buildings, 
walls, sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for quote 
(270) 724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. (16-19-
p)

notices
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 83 
other Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah Sun, 
Kentucky New Era (Hopkins-
ville), The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-Enter-

prise, The Union County Advo-
cate, The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call for 
all! For more information, con-
tact the classified department 
at (270) 965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.com.

legal notices
King Heritage, Inc. hereby de-
clares its intention to apply for a 
Limited Golf Course license and 
special Sunday Retail Drink Li-
cense no later than August 30, 
2019. The licensed premises 
will be located at 603 Black-
burn Street, Marion, Crittenden 
County, Kentucky 42064. The 
CEO is James Edward King, 
of 651 Blackburn Street, Mari-
on, Kentucky 42064. Any per-
son, association, corporation, 
or body politic may protest the 
granting of the licenses by writ-
ing the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, 1003 Twi-
light Trail, Frankfort, Kentucky 
40601, within 30 days of the 
date of legal publication. (1t-7-c)
Notice is hereby given that on 
August 12, 2019 Christial Bass 
Guess of 124 North Clay Street, 
Marion, Ky. 42064 was appoint-
ed administratrix of Mary Car-
olyn Bass, deceased, whose 
address was 506 Old Shady 
Grove Road, Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Rebecca J. Johnson, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are hereby 
notified to present the same 
properly proven as required by 
law to the administratrix before 
the 12th day of February, 2020 
and all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall be 
forever barred.
All persons indebted to the es-
tate of the above-named dece-
dent, will please call and settle 
said debts immediately.
All persons indebted to the es-
tate of the above-named dece-
dent, will please call and settle 
said debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-7-c)
Notice is hereby given that on 
August 7, 2019 Jeannie Griffin 
of 1267 State Route 295, Mar-
ion, Ky. 42064 was appointed 
executrix of Curtis Wayne Grif-
fin, deceased, whose address 
was 1267 State Route 295, 
Marion, Ky. 42064. Lindell Cho-
at, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are hereby 
notified to present the same 
properly proven as required by 
law to the executrix before the 
7th day of February, 2019 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall be 
forever barred.
All persons indebted to the es-
tate of the above-named dece-
dent, will please call and settle 
said debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-7-c)
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of Crit-
tenden County District Court 
Marion, Ky. do certify that the 
following has filed notice of final 
settlement:
Billy Wayne O’Bryan of 307 
State Route 902, Fredonia, Ky. 
executor of Patricia Ruth O’Bry-
an deceased.
The foregoing settlement is to 
be heard at the regular session 
of Crittenden District Court on 
September 11, 2019. All per-
sons having exceptions to said 
settlements are to file same at 
once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court (1t-7-c)
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of Crit-
tenden County District Court 
Marion, Ky. do certify that the 
following has filed notice of final 
settlement:
Roger L. Roberts of 2402 State 
Route 120, Marion, Ky. 42064 
administrator
of William F. Hillyard, deceased, 
whose address was P.O. Box 
504, Marion, Ky. 42064.
The foregoing settlement is to 
be heard at the regular session 

of Crittenden District Court of 
September 11, 2019 at 9 a.m. 
All persons having exceptions to 
said settlements are to file same 
at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court (1t-7-c)
Crittenden County Public Li-
brary, established under KRS 
173.300, provides library ser-
vices to citizens in Crittenden 
County, Ky. In accordance with 
Chapter 65A and 424 of the 
Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
the financial records of Crit-
tenden County Public Library 
District for the period of July 1, 
2018, through June 30, 2019, 
may be inspected at the Crit-
tenden County Public Library, 
204 W. Carlisle Street, Marion, 
Ky, during administrative office 
hours: Monday through Friday 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Inquiries should 
be made to the library Director, 
Brandie Ledford. (1t-7-c)
In accordance with Chapters 
65A.080 (2), KRS 424.220 of 
the Kentucky Revised Statutes, 
the Fiscal Year 2019 financial 
report and supporting data may 
be inspected by the general 
public at the Crittenden County 
Conservation District located at 
118 East Bellville Street, Marion, 
KY, between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday or Friday. The Critten-
den County Conservation Dis-
trict holds its scheduled regular 
monthly board meeting at 6:30 
pm CST or 7:00 pm DST on the 
3rd Thursday of each month at 
the office. All meetings are open 
to the public. (1t-7-c)
King Heritage, Inc.  hereby de-
clares its intention to apply for 
a Limited Golf Course License 
and Special Sunday Retail Drink 
License no later than August 30, 
2019.  The licensed premises 
will be located at  603 Black-
burn Street, Marion, Crittenden 
County, Kentucky 42064.  The 
CEO is James Edward King, 
of 651 Blackburn Street, Mari-
on, Kentucky 42064.  Any per-
son, association, corporation, 
or body politic may protest the 
granting of the licenses by writ-
ing the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, 1003 Twi-
light Trail, Frankfort, Kentucky 
40601, within 30 days of the 
date of legal publication. (1t-7-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CIVIL ACTION 17-CI-00139
DOT CAPITAL INVEST-
MENTS, LLCPLAINTIFF

VS.
JACKIE DALE WINTERS;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
JACKIE DALE WINTERS; 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY, 

KENTUCKY; 
MID SOUTH CAPITAL

PARTNERS, LP; 
FREDONIA VALLEY BANK; 

and FIFTH THIRD BANK, INC.
F/K/A FIFTH THIRD BANK 
(SOUTHERN INDIANA)

DEFENDANTS
NOTICE OF SALE

By virtue of a Judgment and 
Order of Sale rendered by the 
Crittenden Circuit Court on the 
May 10, 2018, I will on Friday, 
August 16, 2019 beginning at 
the hour of 10:00 A.M. at the 
Courthouse door in the City 

of Marion, Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, proceed to offer for 
sale to the highest and best bid-
der the following described real 
property located in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, to-wit:

Property Address: 3269 U.S. 
Hwy 641, Marion, KY 42064

Parcel No.: 060-00-00-
009.00

Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants and to all 
legal highways and easements.

THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS.

The current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the pur-
chaser of the property. 

Only delinquent property 
taxes will be paid from the pro-
ceeds of the sale.

Purchaser may pay cash or 
said property will be sold upon 
payment of 10% deposit, wit the 
balance upon credit of 30 days, 
the purchaser shall execute a 
good and sufficient bond with 
approved surety thereon for the 
purchase price, the bond to bear 
interest at the rate of 12% per 
annum from the date thereof, 
until paid, and to have the force 
and effect of a judgment, but a 
lien shall be retained on said 
property to further secure the 
payment of the purchase price. 
At his option, the purchaser may 
pay cash or pay the bond with 
accrued interest at any time be-
fore its maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of any and 
all liens, claims, rights, title and 
interest of any and all parties to 
this action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly com-
ply with these terms or the said 
property will be immediately be 
offered again for sale.
This the 22nd day of July, 2019.
Robert B. Frazer

MASTER COMMISSIONER
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  

(2t-7-c)
COMMONWEALTH OF

KENTUCKY
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
CIVIL ACTION 19-CI-00022

21st MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

PLAINTIFF
VS.

DAVID EDWARDS STOKES, 
JR., JENNIFER STOKES
COMMONWEALTH OF

KENTUCKY
DEFENDANTS

 NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue of a Judgment and 

Order of Sale rendered by the 
Crittenden Circuit Court on the 
June 13, 2019, I will on Friday, 

August 16, 2019 beginning at 
the hour of 10:00 A.M. at the 
Courthouse door in the City 
of Marion, Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, proceed to offer for 
sale to the highest and best bid-
der the following described real 
property located in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, to-wit:

Property Address: 708 New 
Owens Road, Marion, KY 
42064

Parcel No.: 027-00-00-
010.05

Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants and to all 
legal highways and easements.

THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS.

The current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the pur-
chaser of the property. 

Only delinquent property 
taxes will be paid from the pro-
ceeds of the sale.

Purchaser may pay cash or 
said property will be sold upon 
payment of 10% deposit, wit the 
balance upon credit of 30 days, 
the purchaser shall execute a 
good and sufficient bond with 
approved surety thereon for the 
purchase price, the bond to bear 
interest at the rate of 9.95% per 
annum from the date thereof, 
until paid, and to have the force 
and effect of a judgment, but a 
lien shall be retained on said 
property to further secure the 
payment of the purchase price. 
At his option, the purchaser may 
pay cash or pay the bond with 
accrued interest at any time be-
fore its maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of any and 
all liens, claims, rights, title and 
interest of any and all parties to 
this action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly com-
ply with these terms or the said 
property will be immediately be 
offered again for sale.
This the 23rd day of July, 2019.
Robert B. Frazer

MASTER COMMISSIONER
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT (2t-7-c)
COMMONWEALTH OF

KENTUCKY
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
CIVIL ACTION 19-CI-00034

EDDY NESBITT
PLAINTIFF

VS.
JASON SISCO

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, N.D.

F.K.A. FIRSTAR BANK, N.A.
LIVINGSTON HOSPITAL

AND HEALTHCARE
CRITTENDEN COUNTY, 

KENTUCKY
MID SOUTH CAPITAL

PARTNERS, LP
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue of a Judgment and 

Order of Sale rendered by the 
Crittenden Circuit Court on the 
July 11, 2019, I will on Friday, 
August 16, 2019 beginning at 
the hour of 10:00 A.M. at the 
Courthouse door in the City 
of Marion, Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, proceed to offer for 
sale to the highest and best bid-
der the following described real 
property located in Crittenden 
County, Kentucky, to-wit:

Property Address: 69 Sisco 
Cemetery Road, Marion, KY 
42064

Parcel No.: 046-00-00-
030.00

Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants and to all 
legal highways and easements.

THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS.

The current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the pur-
chaser of the property. 

Only delinquent property 
taxes will be paid from the pro-
ceeds of the sale.

Purchaser may pay cash or 
said property will be sold upon 
payment of 10% deposit, wit the 
balance upon credit of 30 days, 
the purchaser shall execute a 
good and sufficient bond with 
approved surety thereon for the 
purchase price, the bond to bear 
interest at the rate of 12% per 
annum from the date thereof, 
until paid, and to have the force 
and effect of a judgment, but a 
lien shall be retained on said 
property to further secure the 
payment of the purchase price. 
At his option, the purchaser may 
pay cash or pay the bond with 
accrued interest at any time be-
fore its maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of any and 
all liens, claims, rights, title and 
interest of any and all parties to 
this action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly com-
ply with these terms or the said 
property will be immediately be 
offered again for sale.
This the 23rd day of July, 2019.

Robert B. Frazer
MASTER COMMISSIONER

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
(2t-7-c)
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STAFF REPORT

Bob Yehling is encour-
aging local youth to shoot
for the moon, literally.

A noted author,
Yehling, 60, recently en-
tertained a room full of
curious minds – young
and old alike – at Critten-
den County Public Library
with a discussion cen-
tered around his experi-
ences with 11 of the 12
men who have walked on
the moon. The discussion
was hosted in conjunction
with the library’s Summer
Reading Program, which
has a 2019 theme of “A
Universe of Stories” that
celebrates the 50th an-
niversary of the Apollo 11
moon landing. 

“Ten was a perfect age
for Apollo to have a lasting
impact on my life,” said
Yehling, a former resident
of Crittenden County who
has moved back here from

California to retire.
Yehling got to meet the

NASA astronauts and be-
friend a couple of them
through his work as edi-
tor on a 1994 publication
celebrating the 25th an-
niversary of the moon
landing. The self-pro-
fessed space junkie also
worked on a 50th an-
niversary tribute to the
feat. 

Yehling recalls at the
time of the 1969 mission
that common thinking
was that man would
touch foot on Mars by
1979. While that may still
be decades away, NASA
plans to return to the
moon in 2024, something
that could inspire a new
generation of dreamers
and achievers. 

“Because of the moon,
we thought anything was
possible,” Yehling said of
youth of the moon landing

generation. “We were not
only taught we could
shoot for the moon, we al-
ready had been on the
moon.”

Space exploration has
given mankind untold
knowledge and technol-
ogy, and even done more
for saving our own planet
than anything that has
taken place on Earth, said
Yehling.

“On Christmas Eve
1968, the ‘Earthrise’
photo did more to make
people environmentally
aware than anything be-
fore or since,” he said. “We
live on a fragile blue
planet.”

Yehling is also putting
his money where his
mouth is, offering through
the library a $300 schol-
arship for the first local
youth accepted to U.S.
Space Camp in
Huntsville, Ala.
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STAFF REPORT

Class has been dis-
missed before it ever
started for those seeking
higher education right
here at home.

Madisonville Commu-
nity College (MCC) has
cancelled college courses
it planned to host at the
Marion Ed-Tech Center
this fall due to a lack of
interest. Almost a dozen
100-level classes were to
be offered locally, from
early U.S. History, alge-
bra and biology to psy-
chology and writing.

No official news release
was issued. Instead, stu-
dents who had signed up
for classes were contacted
individually, according to
Dr. Jay Parrent, MCC
Vice President of Quality
Assurance and Adminis-
tration.

Parrent offered no spe-
cific enrollment numbers
for the 11 general educa-
tion courses. However,
Amanda Davenport, exec-
utive director of Lake

Barkley Partnership for
Economic Development
whose office is located in
the Ed-Tech Center, said
MCC needed a minimum
of five students for each
class.

"I can’t believe they
couldn’t get five people
signed up for a class that
would lead to the ability
to obtain an associate’s
degree without ever leav-
ing Marion," Crittenden
County Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom said in an
email to The Crittenden
Press. "Everyone says
they want opportunities
locally, and this was a
significant opportunity
not taken advantage of."

Parrent said the college
has not given up on Crit-
tenden County.

"MCC is committed to
trying to provide in-per-
son options for students
from the county and
nearby areas," he told The
Press. "We have plans to
try again this spring with
another slate of courses."

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

And the band played on...
Crittenden County High School Band spent much of the summer practicing for its upcoming performances and com-
petitions. Above (front, from left), Paris Anderson on alto saxophone, and Trevor Eifler and Kyler Alsobrook on trum-
pet practice in formation at the band’s practice field adjacent to Rocket Arena. Band Director Lindsey Byrd said she
has 35 members in marching band this year, including five seniors, 11 juniors, four sophomore, seven freshmen and
even eight middle-schoolers. This year’s show is entitled “Happiness” and features “Joy to the World” and Pharrell
Williams’ pop song “Happy.” “They plan to attend four contests this year, and their goal is to attend the semi-state
marching band competition at the end of October,” Byrd said. The first contest of the season is Saturday, Sept. 14.
But before that, they will appear next weekend at the Eddyville Founders Day Parade on Saturday, Aug. 24. Byrd
said donations from this year’s sponsors have gone a long way in preparing her musicians for success.

MCC cancels 
college courses
offered locally

FROM STAFF, WIRE REPORTS

While local health de-
partments are thankful
lawmakers gave them an-
other year's reprieve from
overburdensome pension
contribution increases,
several Kentucky counties
have already asked for a
tax increase as a way to
help pay for what they ex-
pect to come next year.

The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Public Health re-
ported earlier this month
that of the 63 county tax
resolutions submitted, 10
county health boards had
asked for a higher rate. All
10, which include neigh-
boring Webster and Union
counties, discussed the
increase in the Kentucky
Retirement System cost
prior to voting on the tax
rate.

Jim Tolley, interim di-
rector of Pennyrile District

Health Department that
includes public health fa-
cilities in Crittenden, Liv-
ingston, Caldwell, Lyon
and Trigg counties, said
the health boards in those
respective counties will
meet later this month, at
which time their property
tax rates will be set.

The new law, written
and signed by Gov. Matt
Bevin, freezes the pension
cost of health depart-
ments for another year, at
49 percent of payroll,
avoiding an increase to 83
percent.

That gives them one
more year to decide
whether to stay in the
state retirement system,
with an increase in their
pension contribution to 83
percent of payroll, or leave
it – and either pay a lump
sum equal to their pro-
jected pension liabilities or

pay it off over the next 30
years in installments.

Allison Adams, director
of the Buffalo Trace Dis-
trict Health Department,
which includes Mason
and Robertson counties,
explained that the state
has a cap of 10 cents per
$100 property value for
health taxing districts,
and some counties have
set this cap even lower
through referenda.

Tolley said his district
health department has
been preparing for the in-
creased pension contribu-
tions for years by not
replacing staff who retire
or seek employment else-
where and limiting how
often some services are of-
fered at the five county
health departments.

(Editor’s note: Kentucky
Health News contributed to
this story.)

Health board
taxing rates

Health boards in Ken-
tucky counties are allowed
to tax property to supple-
ment the services of their
health departments. Some
tax all six real estate, tangi-
ble property, watercraft, air-
craft, merchant's inventory
and inventory in transit.
Below are what county
health boards taxed in
2018 represented in cents
per $100 valuation:

- Crittenden.............3.0
- Livingston .............3.0
- Caldwell................5.0
- Lyon......................3.0
- Union ....................1.9*
- Webster ................4.5**

*Does not tax aircraft.
*Does not tax aircraft, water-

craft or inventory in transit.

Health boards eye taxes for pension aidJuly temperature,
precipitation recap
July weather was pretty typical by Kentucky standards,

according to the Kentucky Mesonet weather and climate
monitoring station in the Repton community. Just more
than 5 inches of rain fell on Crittenden County, per sta-
tion data, though that figure varies widely. Some parts
of Marion received more than 6 inches in one 24-hour
period ending July 4. Heat indices on several days also
topped 100 degrees, with highest thermometer reading
coming in at 90 degrees on July 20. It is the hottest day
recorded since the last day of summer 2018. Below is a
recap of the previous month’s weather:

July 2019 weather almanac

AVG HI LOW

HIGH TEMP TEMP

85.8° 90.0° 57.4°
20th 25th

MONTHLY ANNUALWETTEST
PRECIP PRECIP1.38”
5.02” 39.08”4th
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Author Bob Yehling speaks to onlookers recently at Crittenden County Public Library
who came to hear his discussion of space exploration and the 1969 moon landing.

Author Yehling shares moontalk
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